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1. Introduction 
 
1.1 These Notes have been prepared to assist those individuals and organisations who have 

been selected to participate in, or who wish to observe, the Examination in Public of the 
Draft South East Plan prepared by the South East England Regional Assembly 
(SEERA). 

 
The Purpose of the Examination in Public 
 
1.2 SEERA issued its Draft Regional Spatial Strategy entitled Draft South East Plan on 31 

March 2006.  Responsibility for finalising the South East Plan now lies with the Secretary 
of State who has appointed an independent Examining Panel (“the Panel”) to hold an 
Examination in Public (EIP) to assist in this process. 

 
1.3 The EIP, which will be held at 4 venues, beginning on 28 November 2006 at 

Woking,  will not be a hearing of all objections or representations.  It will, however, 
provide an opportunity for a structured discussion in public of those major issues of 
concern where the Panel considers that an examination could usefully provide it with 
further information.  Although it is held in public, respondents to the Draft South East 
Plan do not have an automatic right to appear and speak.  Participants are specifically 
invited for this purpose and are selected to ensure a broad mix of viewpoints to achieve 
an effective examination of matters selected for discussion. 

 
1.4 It is the responsibility of the Panel to select matters that it considers ought to be 

examined and which it will then report upon to the Secretary of State. 
 

1.5 The Panel Report, together with all the responses to the Draft South East Plan, must be 
taken into account when the Secretary of State decides whether any changes need to be 
made to the Draft South East Plan. 

 
1.6 In preparing its report following the EIP, the Panel will include recommendations for 

amending the Draft South East Plan arising from its consideration.  The broad questions 
selected by the Panel are designed to stimulate discussion about the main elements of 
the Draft South East Plan which have attracted public concern or where there may be 
conflict with other policies.  In preparing their Written Statements (see paras 4.8-4.14) 
and in discussions at the EIP, participants are asked to consider the wording of the Draft 
South East Plan and whether or not changes are required, as well as the underlying 
concepts. 

 
1.7 Detailed guidance on the conduct of an EIP is given in Planning Policy Statement – 

‘Regional Planning’  (PPS11).  
 
2. Panel Members and Secretariat 
 
Panel Members 
 
2.1 The Secretary of State has appointed Corinne Swain OBE, MA (Cantab), MPhil, FRTPI 

as the Chair of the Panel and Martin Shaw OBE, BA, DipTP, FRTPI, FIHT, FRSA and 
Mary Travers BA (Hons), DipTP, MRTPI as the Inspector Members of the Panel. The 
Panel members are independent of all participants in the EIP. 
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Panel Secretariat 

 
2.2 The Panel Secretary is Sue Morgan.  Her duties include briefing the Panel, dealing with 

correspondence on behalf of the Panel and assisting them with the preparation of their 
report.  Any correspondence for the attention of the Panel should be sent to the Panel 
Secretary. 

 
2.3 The Panel Assistant is Sarah May. She is responsible for the administrative 

requirements up to and including the EIP.  She will maintain the Library and ensure that 
documents are distributed as necessary. Any queries regarding the programme, 
attendance at the Preliminary Meetings and EIP, as well as all other general queries, 
should be directed to the Panel Assistant. 

 
2.4 The Panel Support Officer is Angela Crease who is responsible for a range of 

administrative, clerical and record-keeping tasks, including collating attendance 
responses for technical and EIP sessions.  

 
2.4 The Panel Secretary, Panel Assistant and Panel Support Officer have been appointed 

for the duration of the examination process and are independent of all participants in the 
EIP.  All work under the direction of the Panel Chair. 

 
2.5 Contact details for the Panel Secretariat are provided at Appendix A. 
 
3. Preliminary Meetings 
 
3.1 The first  Preliminary Meeting  prior to the commencement of the EIP will be held at 

Reading Town Hall on Thursday 7 September 2006 begi nning at 10am. The second 
Preliminary Meeting  will also be held at Reading Town Hall on Tuesday 17 October 
2006 beginning at 10 am. 

 
3.2 The purpose of the First Preliminary Meeting is to provide context for the Examination in 

Public. The Panel will also share their thinking behind the selection of the Draft List of 
Matters and Participants. Furthermore, the Panel will discuss background material and 
indicate the preparatory work that needs to take place before the Examination. The 
Panel will wish to encourage Participants to reach agreement in advance of the EIP on 
as much of the factual background of their intended statements as possible (see 
paragraph 6.1). In addition, the Panel will indicate the preparatory work that will take 
place on the Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection Area issues (see paragraph 6.1 
and Appendix D).  

 
3.3 The First Preliminary Meeting on 7 September will be held during the 28-day period that 

is allowed for formal comments on the draft List. Any person can make comments during 
this period (on the matters or the participants) by writing to the Panel Secretary. The 
Panel will consider these comments (and consult with the Government Office for the 
South East and SEERA) before publishing the Final List.  Anyone making comments on 
the draft List should give reasons for the suggestions that they are making. 

 
3.4 The Second Preliminary Meeting on 17 October will give more detailed guidance on how 

the EIP is to be handled and how the Panel will approach the discussion of the matters 
to be debated at the EIP. In addition, as far as possible, the Panel will ensure that 
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everyone is aware of any new work undertaken by SEERA or other participants since 
the first preliminary meeting.  

 
3.4 All persons named in the List of Matters and Participants are advised to attend both  

Preliminary Meetings on 7 September and 17 October 2006.  Respondents to the Draft 
South East Plan and the general public are also able to attend.  Directions to the venue 
are given in Appendix B.  

 
3.5 Minutes of the Preliminary Meetings will be published on the Internet at the Examination 

website at www.eipsoutheast.co.uk and copies can be obtained from the Panel 
Assistant. 

 
4. Documentation 
 
Examination Library 
 
4.1 Leading up to and including the EIP, the Panel Assistant will maintain an Examination 

Library, which will include: 

· copies of the Draft South East Plan policy documents 

· supporting core documents (see paragraphs 4.5 and 4.6 below)  

· copies of all representations on the Draft South East Plan 

· comments on the draft List of Matters and Participants 

· notes of any substantive Panel Secretariat meetings 

· the locations included in any tours undertaken by the Panel  

· copies of all Written Statements on the matters to be discussed 

· documents other than those listed above and referred to in Written Statements (see 
paragraph 4.7 below). 

 
4.2 Prior to the EIP starting in November, the Library will be available for inspection in the 

Secretariat's office at Bridge House, 1 Walnut Tree Close, Guildford, Surrey, by 
appointment through the Panel Secretariat (Tel: 01483 885256).  During the EIP, the 
Library will be available for inspection at the respective venues. 

 
4.3 An up to date list of the Library contents will be available on the Examination website at 

www.eipsoutheast.co.uk or a copy can be obtained from the Panel Assistant. 
 
4.4 All Library material must be replaced in its original location and no material should be 

removed from the Library. Limited photocopying facilities will be available at a 
reasonable charge. 

 
Core Documents 
 
4.5 Core documents include: 

· Background Documents to the Draft South East Plan and any supplementary 
information prepared by or for SEERA 

· any relevant statements of Government policy (for example, PPGs/PPSs, White 
Papers) 
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· such other supporting documentation considered necessary or desirable by the 
Panel. 

 
4.6 Core documents can be referred to in Written Statements without the need to provide 

further copies or extracts or to quote voluminously therefrom, cross references are 
acceptable.    

 
Documents (Other than Core Documents) referred to in Written Statements  

 
4.7 Participants preparing Written Statements should check whether any documents to 

which they intend to refer in their statements or at the EIP are included in the list of Core 
Documents. If not, they should contact the Panel Assistant to arrange for them to be 
included in the Library.  Five copies of each such document will need to be submitted 
preferably by end of September or at latest with the Written Statements in accordance 
with the timetable for the making of those statements as set out below in paragraph 
4.10. 

 
Written Statements 
 
4.8 Participants (and non-participants) are able to provide Written Statements, not 

exceeding 2,000 words in length, for each Sub-matter to be discussed at the EIP (no 
more than one statement per Sub-matter).  Such statements must be specifically 
directed at the questions on the Final List of Matters and Participants.  Any statements 
received, which are not directed at these questions, will not be considered by the Panel 
and will be referred directly to the Government Office on behalf of the Secretary of State. 

 
4.9 Participants who do not wish to submit further statements should notify the Panel 

Secretary so that their original representations may be circulated to represent their 
views. 

 
4.10 The timetable for the delivery of Written Statements to the Panel Secretariat for Matters  

under discussion at each of the venues is: 
 

Written Statement 
Submission Dates 

 
EIP Venue 
 

 
30 October  2006 

 
Woking 

 
4 December 2006 

 
Chichester 

 
18 December  2006 

 
Maidstone 

 
22 January 2007 

 
Reading 

 
  These dates must be strictly adhered to – late statements will only be accepted at the 

Panel’s discretion.  However allowance will be made for participants at the joint Thames 
Basin Heaths session within the London Fringe/Western Corridor Blackwater Valley sub-
regional debates to submit an addendum statement commenting on the Assessor's 
report by 5 March 2007 . 
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4.11 When preparing Written Statements, participants and non-participants should note the 
following: 

 
· Statements should relate to the Final List of Matters and Participants to be published 

and circulated by the Panel on 12 October 2006. 

· There should be a separate submission for each Sub- matter.  All of the questions on 
a given Sub-matter should be dealt with in a single statement (no more than one 
statement per sub matter). There is no need for a participant to respond to every 
question if they have no particular viewpoint to express. 

· Statements should be on A4 size paper, paginated, double hole-punched in the left 
hand margin and stapled in the top left hand corner.  Double siding is encouraged. 

· Statements should be clearly referenced in the top right hand corner of the cover or 
front page as follows:   

Reference Letter of Matter / name of person or organisation making the submission  
(allocated Respondent No.)   For Example:  7A/Anywhere CC (4167) or   
8Ei/Anywhere plc (6123)  

· Appendices should be flagged and indexed 

· Statements should be sent electronically, wherever possible, either by e-mail or on 
disk, for inclusion on the website (preferably in Microsoft Word Format) and for 
forwarding on to those participants invited to debate that particular matter who are 
happy to correspond in this way (Panel Secretary’s invitation letter to participants 
refers). 

· If a full electronic copy is sent 10 hard copies of each submission should also be sent 
to the Panel Secretariat. These will be circulated to the Panel and to those 
participants who do not wish or are unable to receive statements by email.  Those 
who are unable to send an electronic copy should send 30 hard copies. Please do 
not fax original statements.  Please send the statements to 
eipsoutheast@hotmail.co.uk   

· All documents submitted for the consideration of the Panel will be treated as public 
information so statements marked copyright or confidential cannot be accepted. 

 
· All statements should be sent to the Guildford Secretariat Office (see Appendix A), 

not to the EIP venues.  
 

The Panel Secretariat accepts that the above requirements may cause difficulty to 
individuals or some voluntary sector groups.  If this is the case the Panel Secretariat will 
be pleased to do what it can to assist.  Participants may also wish to note Section 7 of 
these Notes and the availability of financial assistance / expenses for such participants. 

 
4.12 Statements should be as succinct as possible and limited to a maximum of 2,000 words 

in length for each Sub-matter (about six sides of A4).  The 2,000 word limit is for all the 
questions in the Sub-matter, or in the case of sub-regional debates, for each of the 
separately numbered sessions (i.e. it is not a maximum of 2,000 words for each 
question).  There is no need or requirement to use the full allocation of 2,000 words if 
this is not required.  Any suggestions for changes to the wording of Policies or the 
supporting text in the proposed alterations should be clearly set out in such statements. 
They should not repeat at length the contents of policy documents, published survey 
material or detail already provided with the original representations.  Such material can 
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be lodged separately in the Examination Library (see paragraph 4.7) and only relevant 
points need be referred to in the statements.   

 
4.13 Statements will be circulated to all other participants for that Matter or Sub-matter in 

advance of the EIP.  In the interests of fairness and the efficiency of the EIP, the Panel 
will expect participants to have read all the documents relevant to that session. Late 
statements are therefore not acceptable. 

 
Non-participants’ Statements 

 
4.14 It is open to any party, not invited to participate on a particular Matter or Sub-matter, to 

make a Written Statement to the Panel addressing the questions selected for debate.  
Such written statements should be prepared as set out above, although only 7 copies 
need be submitted.  The same deadlines apply to non-participants’ statements as for 
participants’ statements for any given Matter or Sub-matter (see Para 4.10).  These 
statements will be considered by the Panel, made available for consultation in the 
Examination Library and may be drawn upon by the Panel during the course of debate.  

 
5. Arrangements for the Examination in Public 
 
Timetable 
 
5.1 The EIP will start on Tuesday 28 November 2006. The order of business will follow the 

detailed timetable that will be attached to the Final List of Matters and Participants.  An 
indicative timetable has been published and can be seen on the Examination website at 
www.eipsoutheast.co.uk.   Copies will also be available at the First Preliminary Meeting. 

 
5.2 Typically, each day’s timetable will be as follows: 

  
Tuesday - Thursday 10.00 – 12.45 session  

12.45 – 14.00 lunch 
14.00 – 16.45 session  

Friday 10.00 – 12.45 session 
 

 Short breaks in the morning and afternoon sessions will be taken at appropriate points in 
the proceedings. 

 
5.3 The Panel will make every effort to keep to the programme; however, last minute 

changes may be unavoidable.  Priority will be given to starting each Matter at the 
appointed time.  It may be necessary to extend the afternoon session in order to 
complete a debate.  If discussion on a particular matter overruns its allocated session, it 
may have to be continued at one of the reserve sessions shown on the programme.  
Alternatively, a session may have to be set for a later date.  Participants will be informed 
by the Panel Assistant of any changes to the timetable.  It remains, however the ultimate 
responsibility of participants to ensure that they keep themselves up to date. 

 
Venues  
 
5.3 The venues for the EIP will be: 

Dates Venue 
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28 November – 15 December 2006  H G Wells Conference and Events Centre, 
Church Street East, Woking, Surrey 

16 – 26 January 2007 Chichester Park Hotel, Westham pnett, 
Chichester, West Sussex 

6 – 15 February 2007 Hilton Maidstone, Bearsted Roa d, 
Weavering, Maidstone, Kent 

27 February – 9 March 2007 
20 – 30 March 2007 

Concert Hall, Reading Town Hall, Blagrave 
Street, Reading 

 

Telephone and fax numbers for the Panel Secretariat at the venues will follow at a later       
date. 

 
Facilities 
 
5.5 Directions to the EIP venues are provided in Appendix C.   
 
5.6 It may be possible to provide a syndicate room for use by participants in the EIP for any 

necessary meetings between participants.  Enquiries and bookings should be made 
through the Panel Assistant.  Limited photocopying facilities will be available at a 
reasonable charge in the Panel Assistant’s room or at the venue.  There will be limited 
back up support at the Secretariat’s Office in Guildford when the Examination in Public is 
running. Please send all statements to this office in Guildford. 

 
Access 
 
5.7 Access to the venues is shown in Appendix C.   
 
5.8 The Examination rooms are fitted with a sound loop.  If any special assistance or 

particular facilities are required at the EIP, participants should contact the Panel 
Assistant in advance to enable appropriate arrangements to be made. 

 
Refreshments 
 
5.9 Participants are expected to make their own arrangements for refreshments / meals.  

Refreshments are available at the venues and, in the main, will be open during the hours 
of the EIP.   

 
Communications 
 
5.10 All mobile phones must be switched off while the discussions are in session.  A 

payphone is available.  In case of emergency, the Panel Assistant will be available to 
take calls and receive faxes on behalf of participants.  The telephone and fax numbers 
for the Panel Secretariat during the different parts of the EIP will be provided later. 

 
Attendance 
 
5.11 On arrival at the Examination venues, participants are asked to sign the attendance 

register.  Where an organisation has been invited to participate and is attending as a 
team of speakers and advisers, all members of the team should register. 
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5.12 Where participants are unable to attend a session to which they have been invited, they 

are asked to notify the Panel Assistant as soon as possible beforehand. 
 
Seating 
 
5.13 Each organisation, consortium or individual participating in a particular session will have 

one speaking point at the table.  This will be occupied by one spokesperson at a time.  
Participants may change the spokesperson occupying the speaking point as appropriate 
to the issue under discussion within reason, although it would be helpful to the Panel if 
advance notice of a likely change was given to the Panel Secretary.  There will be one 
seat available behind the spokesperson for the use of an assistant or colleague or 
another organisation if hot seating. 

 
5.14 Participants will sit at tables arranged in a U-shape.  The Panel will occupy a table 

situated at the open end of the U-shape.  A seating plan will be prepared for each 
session and individual places will be identified by nameplates. 

 
Recording  
 
5.15 The EIP proceedings will be sound recorded. In addition, it is possible that the 

Preliminary Meetings and technical meetings will also be sound recorded. Copies of the 
recordings for each EIP session will be available at a charge to participants and other 
interested parties.  These may be purchased through the Panel Assistant and will be 
made available as soon as possible after the completion of each session. Daily 
summaries of the EIP will not be prepared. 

 
5.16 Other than the official recording, referred to in the previous paragraph, no video, sound 

recording or photography is permitted during the EIP.  
 
Public 
 
5.17 All sessions will be open to the public to observe.  Participants may attend, as 

observers, any session to which they have not been invited but they will not be able to 
take part in the discussion. 

 
Smoking 
 
5.18 Smoking is not permitted at any time within the EIP rooms although the venues, in 

particular the hotels, may have designated smoking areas. 
 
6. Conduct of the Examination in Public 
 
Preparation 
 
6.1 The Panel wish to ensure that no time is wasted at the EIP through avoidable 

misunderstandings or in rehearsing matters about which there is no disagreement.  
Therefore, it will greatly assist the debate if participants try to reach agreement in 
advance on as much as possible of the factual background of their statements and on 
any statistical issues involving assessments and forecasts that are central to the matters 
to be discussed.  With this in mind, participants are encouraged to start (or continue) a 
dialogue with fellow participants in advance of the EIP.  This will help the Panel if it 
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narrows down or clarifies key areas of disagreement so as to give a clearer focus for the 
discussion at the EIP.  Wherever possible, the Panel will highlight such areas at the 
Preliminary Meetings, and one or more of them will facilitate preparatory meetings on 
key data for certain topics. Preparatory Technical meetings have already been 
scheduled for the Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection Areas (see Appendix D).  

 
Procedure 
 
6.2 The EIP will take the form of a series of topic discussions led by a Panel member and 

based on the selected matters.  The Panel Chair or one of the Inspectors will introduce 
each Matter, highlighting the issues that need to be explored.  The Panel will expect the 
participants to have read the documents relevant to that session.  The reading out of 
prepared statements or the formal presentation of evidence already submitted will not 
normally be appropriate. 

 
6.3 Except for a short presentation by SEERA on the first morning of the EIP (5-10 minutes), 

there will be no formal speeches at the opening and close of each session.  Written 
copies of SEERA’s presentation will be made available to all participants and will be 
placed in the Examination Library. 

 
6.4 Normally at each session, one of the participants will be invited to open the discussion 

on the first question.  The Panel Chair or one of the Inspectors will invite other 
participants to respond, as they indicate their wish to do so.  Participants wishing to 
speak should signal their desire to the Panel by standing their nameplate on end. 

 
6.5 For the record of the proceedings to be intelligible, participants will be asked to introduce 

themselves every time they speak, unless a Panel member has called upon them by 
name. 

 
6.6 There may be no need for every participant to speak on each topic.  It will be for each 

representative to decide whether he or she has anything constructive to add to the 
debate, bearing in mind the written material already deposited.  Contributions to the 
debates should be kept brief and be relevant to the matters under discussion.  In order 
to facilitate a meaningful discussion the Panel will curtail any contributions that are 
excessively long or go into irrelevant matters or inappropriate detail.  The Panel wish to 
avoid imposing a time limit for individual contributions but may have to do so if this 
proves necessary.  Before leaving a sub-matter, the Panel will check that everyone who 
wishes to make a relevant contribution has done so. 

 
6.7 The informal nature of the sessions means that it should not be necessary for 

participants to have legal representation.  There will be no formal cross-examination of 
participants, as is the case at public inquiries.  Any questions concerning statements 
made by other participants should be raised through the Panel member leading that part 
of the debate. 

 
6.8 In very exceptional circumstances, participants may wish to refer to maps, diagrams or 

photographs in the EIP and they should contact the Panel Assistant in advance to make 
the necessary arrangements. 30 small-scale copies must be provided for circulation to 
the Panel and other participants in advance and for inclusion in the Examination Library.  
Apart from any contextual material on the draft Plan, it is unlikely that any displays will 
be necessary, that this is at the discretion of the Panel.  It will not be possible to 
accommodate presentation slides, videos or projectors. 
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6.9 Wherever possible, participants should avoid the circulation of additional material at the 

Examination (unless this results from a request by the Panel at a previous session). 
Such material should be given to the Panel Secretary.  The Panel Chair will announce at 
the next appropriate session that it has been received and is available for comment. 

 
7. Expenses 
 
Eligibility 
 
7.1 Travel and subsistence claims from any private individuals invited to the EIP and 

appearing on their own behalf will be met, as will such claims from representatives of 
voluntary organisations who can demonstrate that they are unpaid volunteers.  
Participants from public bodies or private companies will not be eligible for expenses, nor 
will participants’ advisers. 

 
7.2 Claims from such private individuals and representatives of voluntary organisations for 

reasonable expenses incurred in meeting the Panel’s requirements for producing written 
statements will also be considered although they are advised to consult the Panel 
Secretary before incurring such expenses. 

 
Claims 
 
7.3 Claim forms are available from the Panel Assistant.  Claimants for travel and 

subsistence should sign the attendance register on each occasion.  If the Planning 
Inspectorate (the paying authority) agrees to meet a claim, a cheque will be sent as soon 
as possible after the EIP is closed. 



Draft South East Plan  

Examination in Public                                                                                                       NOTES FOR PARTICIPANTS   

 
  12 31 August 2006 

Appendix A 
 
How to Contact the Panel Secretariat 
 
The Panel Secretariat may be contacted prior to the EIP at: 
 
Examination in Public Draft South East Plan  
Bridge House 
1 Walnut Tree Close 
Guildford  
GU1 4GA 
 
General Telephone: 01483 885256 
Fax: 01483 885257 
E-mail: panel@eipsoutheast.co.uk  
 
Statements: eipsoutheast@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 
Panel Secretary : Sue Morgan 
Telephone : 01483 885261 
E-mail: sue@eipsoutheast.co.uk   
 
Panel Assistant: Sarah May 
Telephone: 01483 885259                       
E-mail: sarah@eipsoutheast.co.uk    
 
Panel Support Officer: Angela Crease 
Telephone: 01483 885260 
E-mail: angela@eipsoutheast.co.uk         
 
Information on the EIP may be inspected on the Internet at the following address: 
www.eipsoutheast.co.uk 
 
 
During the Examination in Public, the Panel Secretariat will be situated at the Examination 
venues. 
 
Participants will be advised of the Secretariat’s telephone and fax numbers when these become 
available. 
 
There will be limited cover in the Guildford Secretariat Office for despatch of statements. 
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Appendix B 
 
Directions to the Preliminary Meetings’ Venue 
 

 
 
Railway:  Reading Station .  National rail enquiries call 0845 748 4950 (www.rail.co.uk) 
  Reading Town Hall is a few minutes walk from Reading Station  
 
Buses:  For details of the Nighttrack, Daytrack and Fastrack bus services call Traveline, 

public transport info on 0870608 2608 or visit www.reading-on-track.co.uk 
 
Car Parking:  Garrard Street, Queens Road, or Reading Station 
 (no onsite parking available except for disabled parking)  
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Appendix C 
 
Examination in Public Venues 
 
Directions to H G Wells Centre, Woking  

 

 
 
Railway:          Woking Station.  National rail enquiries call 0845 748 4950 (www.rail.co.uk) 
   The venue is a short walk from the station  
  
Buses :            For details of bus services call Traveline, public transport info on 0870608            

2608 or visit www.traveline.org.uk  
 
 
Car parks: Victoria Way or Peacocks Centre (no onsite parking available please use      

Victoria Way for disabled parking)  
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Examination in Public Venues 
 
Directions to Chichester Park Hotel 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Railway :        Chichester Station.  National rail enquiries call 0845 748 4950 (www.rail.co.uk) 
  The hotel is 1.5 miles from the station.  
 
Buses: For details of bus services call Traveline, public transport info on 0870608                                  
 2608 or visit www.traveline.org.uk  
 
 
Car parks:      Free guest parking  
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Examination in Public Venues 
 
Directions to Maidstone Hilton 
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Examination in Public Venues 
 
Directions to the Reading Town Hall 
 
 

 
Railway:  Reading Station .  National rail enquiries call 0845 748 4950 (www.rail.co.uk) 
  Reading Town Hall is a few minutes walk from Reading Station  
 
Buses:  For details of the Nighttrack, Daytrack and Fastrack bus services call Traveline, 

public transport info on 0870608 2608 or visit www.reading-on-track.co.uk 
 
Car Parks:  Garrard Street, Queens Road, or Reading Station 
 (no onsite parking available except for disabled parking)  
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Appendix D 
 
Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection Area  
 
Separate arrangements are being made to handle the discussion of the issue of the Thames 
Basin Heaths Special Protection Area. The Secretary of State has appointed an Assessor to 
assist the Panel in their consideration of the implications of the Thames Basin Heaths on the 
draft RSS.  
 
He will be holding a series of meetings at which the issues can be discussed. The meetings will 
be held at the H G Wells Centre in Woking  on 21/22/23 November 2006, 18/19/20 December 
2006 and 2 February 2007 . The first day, 21 November 2006, will be an open session for which 
interest may be registered via the Examination website. all may attend. Attendance at 
subsequent sessions is at the invitation of the Assessor and invitation letters will be sent out on 
6 October.  
 
In addition, the Thames Basin Heaths will be discussed during the EIP; under the draft timetable 
on 16 January 2007 along with other internationally designated sites as part of a more wide 
reaching debate on biodiversity, on 22 March 2007 in relation to proposed housing levels in the 
London Fringe and Western Corridor and Blackwater Valley Sub-regions  
 
The Assessor's Terms of Reference and provisional timings are given on the following pages.  
Further information will appear on the Examination Website as it becomes available. 
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TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR ASSESSOR TO SOUTH EAST RSS 
 

To consider representations relating to the Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection Area (TBH) 
and English Nature’s Delivery Plan and  prepare a report for the Panel on the practicality and 
deliverability of the Delivery Plan and its implications for the RSS prior to the EIP sessions on 
the Western Corridor/Blackwater Valley and London Fringe sub-regions in March 2007. 
 
To include:- 
 

(i) Considering all submissions relating to biodiversity and the sub-regional policies of 
the RSS which refer to the Thames Basin Heath SPA; 

(ii) Examining the Plan, Sustainability Appraisal, Implementation Plan and other 
background documents in so far as they are relevant to the TBH, (including audit of 
costs and availability of mitigation land, peer review of evidence underpinning EN 
delivery project and study of on-site mitigation and accessibility management); 

(iii) Attending Panel meetings as necessary; 
(iv) Attending Pre-examination meetings, as necessary; 
(v) Undertaking appropriate site visits; 
(vi) Holding 3 technical data meetings to refine the issues relating to the TBH and the 

Delivery Plan and the implications for the RSS, including deciding on participants, 
preparing agendas, reading position papers and other background documents; 

(vii) Advising the Panel on the outcome of the technical data meetings and on focussed 
issues for debate; 

(viii) Attending EIP session relating to biodiversity and natural resource management; 
(ix) Preparing a report for the Panel on the TBH SPA on whether the EN delivery plan 

is a sound solution for the area, focussing on the appropriateness of the zonal 
approach; the package of mitigation measures suggested in the plan of on-site 
mitigation, off-site compensation and access management; the realism of the 
mitigation land standards set by EN; and the impact that these measures might 
have.  The report should make recommendations for improvements to the delivery 
plan, where necessary, or suggest an alternative delivery plan and comment on its 
implications for the RSS (report to be submitted and circulated to parties prior to the 
EIP sessions on the Western Corridor/Blackwater Valley and London Fringe sub-
regions in time for them to prepare additional statements as necessary). 

(x) If necessary prepare an addendum report on the subject of English Nature’s on-site 
mitigation measures and accessibility management study immediately prior to the 
EIP sessions. 

(xi) Attend, as necessary, the EIP sessions on the relevant sub-regional areas. 
(xii) If required prepare a final addendum report following these later EIP sessions. 
 
N.B The Assessor would not examine the proposed mini-delivery plans or SPD, except 
insofar as they have strategic relevance to the strategy set out in the RSS. 
 
It will be for the Panel to consider the implications of the Assessor's report on the ability of 
the two sub-regions to achieve the housing provision figures set out in draft RSS, and any 
alternative growth levels and spatial options examined. 
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PROVISIONAL TIMINGS 
 

6 September 2006  Undertake initial site visits 
 
7 September 2006  Attend 1st Pre-examination meeting 
 
6 October 2006 Circulate paper outlining possible matters to be considered at 1st 

technical meeting and send out invitations to attend 
 
30 October 2006 Position papers to be submitted by participants for first technical 

meeting 
 
6 November 2006 Agenda for 1st technical meeting to be circulated 
 
21 – 23 Nov 2006 1st technical meeting on SPA (to follow more open format to allow 

all parties to comment generally on issues) 
 
1 December 2006 Invitations to 2nd technical meeting with further paper outlining 

matters to be discussed and agenda 
 
18 - 20 Dec 2006 2nd technical meeting on SPA (more focussed meeting to consider 

outstanding issues) 
 
10 January 2007 Brief initial informal advisory report to RSS Panel 
 
16 Jan 2007 EIP session on biodiversity and natural resource management 
 
1 February 2007 Final visits 
 
2 February 2007 Provisional date for 3rd technical data meeting (to consider EN 

study relating to on-site mitigation measures and accessibility 
management) 

 
19 February 2007 Full report to EIP Panel (to be published on website and circulated 

to participants at relevant sub-regional sessions) 
 
5 March 2007 Possible addendum report re on-site mitigation measures and 

accessibility management  
 
19-30 March 2007 W Corridor/Blackwater Valley and London Fringe EIP sessions 
 
13 April 2007 Addendum report if required. 
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