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26 October 2006


	Sue Morgan

Panel Secretary

South East Regional Spatial Strategy 

Examination in Public

Panel Secretariat

Bridge House

1 Walnut Tree Close

Guildford GU1 4GA



	



Dear Sue Morgan,

THAMES BASIN HEATH SPA: PEER REVIEW
I attach the “Review of Evidence Underpinning the English Nature Thames Basin Heaths Delivery Plan.  Final Report to the Department for Communities and Local Government”.

The Government commissioned this research to augment the evidence base for the Thames Basin Heaths area for the forthcoming Examination in Public (EiP) into the draft Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) for the South East.  

It is an independent technical exercise using publicly available information to consider the delivery of much-needed housing in the area surrounding the Thames Basin Heaths in the immediate (0-5 years), medium (5-10 years) and longer (10-20 years) terms, by identifying practicable approaches to delivery within the requirements of the Directive whilst also supporting heathland conservation, ground nesting bird interests, and the continued use of heathland areas for recreational purposes.

The report is not intended to pre-empt the RSS process, it is not a statement of Government policy and does not signal any preference for any particular approach on the part of Government.  The intention in commissioning this work is to make sure that the evidence is available to inform an open and wide-ranging debate about these issues at the EiP.

The Government is looking to the RSS Panel to make recommendations on the practicality and deliverability of the Delivery Plan, or any alternative approach that it might wish to recommend instead, and its implications for the RSS policies relating to the Western Corridor/Blackwater Valley and the London Fringe.  Until the Panel report is available, the Government continues to encourage the local authorities affected to proceed with the facilitative measures currently available such as “mini-plans”.

Yours sincerely,

[image: image1.png]NIYoS




Nick Dexter
	Department for Communities and Local Government

Eland House, 4/D5

Bressenden Place

London SW1E 5DU
	Tel 020 7944 5917

Fax 020 7944 3779

Email nick.dexter@communities.gsi.gov.uk



[image: image2.png][image: image3.emf]