Draft SE Plan – Examination in Public 
Written statement from: Val Mason, River Thames Society, (Respondent 7522)

Sub-matter 1C – CLIMATE CHANGE AND RESOURCE CONSUMPTION 

1C.1
Does the Plan take sufficient account of the implications of Climate Change?

Does CC2 provide appropriate guidance to stakeholders on the measures that should be taken to mitigate the effects of climate change and to adapt to risks and opportunities? Is the guidance carried forward into subsequent policies, including on transport and renewable energy?
1. The draft Plan does not appear to take sufficient account of the implications of Climate Change, on the following two issues:
a) Flood risk

As I mentioned at the first EiP Preliminary meeting, PPS25 guidance is that flood risk maps of Flood Zones 2 and 3 should be updated and extended to take account of climate change effects. This will effect SFRA’s and the sequential-testing for housing development required of local authorities and developers.

In their consultations for the draft SE Plan, sub-regions and local authorities made assumptions about the locations and numbers of new dwellings that can be built/permitted. They considered development on new land allocated for housing and densification of brown field sites.
Changes in the Flood Zone maps will effect where new housing can be built, and may suggest changes in policies, e.g. on Green Belt use, and reductions in the numbers of new dwellings.

b) Threat to habitat networks
CC2 (v) mentions the migration of habitats and species, though mixed with issues of flood management. We suggest amended wording of CC2 below:
    Section D1: Part A - Cross-cutting Issue Policies   -  Policy CC2 - Climate change
    In Policy CC2, second part on ‘Adaptation’, 


a)   Add at the beginning of the list a new policy, 

i. Understanding river catchment hydrology.
(i.e. rather than risk looking at development plans in relation to only local water management, drainage and flood issues.)

b) Clarify and strengthen the last three aspects of policy:
iv 
Developing sustainable new water resources

v.
Increasing flood storage capacity, and ensuring that opportunities and options for 
sustainable flood management are not foreclosed, and are taken forward.’
vi.
Ensuring that opportunities and options for migration of habitats and species are not 
foreclosed, and are taken forward.  

The subsequent Plan policies omit to mention the important role that rivers, canals and other water spaces play in linking the network of habitats needed to permit the migration of species.
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