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Draft South East Plan Examination in Public

Written Statement of Brighton & Hove City Council (ref: 7072)

Sub-Matter 3 Regional Transport Strategy

3.5 Should the draft RTS have reflected to a greater extent the provisions of the Air Transport White Paper, particularly at Gatwick (Policy T9)?

· The Plan’s lack of conformity with the Air Transport White Paper, could prevent proper consideration of the alternative scenarios for airport capacity in the south east 

· It is recognised that there is uncertainty given the government’s ongoing programme of work examining the environmental implications of further growth at Heathrow however it is considered prudent to reflect the provisions within the Air Transport White Paper to retain and provide for a suitable alternative options. 

· The South East Plan should more fully recognise the importance of Gatwick Airport as a major driver of the sub-regional economy.
· An expanded airport at Gatwick has the potential to significantly benefit Brighton & Hove as both an internationally recognised business location and visitor destination.  

· A decline in Gatwick’s international status could have significant impact on both Brighton & Hove and the wider sub-region.  Sussex Enterprise (the Chamber of Commerce for Sussex) has previously, stated the top ten economic implications for not having increased runway capacity at Gatwick for the sub-region as being:

· Decline in higher wage employment

· Loss of European HQ/regional office status for the sub region

· Loss of potential inward investment in the future

· Slowing of GDP growth in medium term compared with other regions

· Loss to construction and supply chain of the development work

· Short-term congestion benefit – longer-term commuting problems

· Loss of knowledge transfer from cutting edge businesses

· Loss of cluster effect of key industry sectors

· Quality of life imbalance – environmental versus economic

· Damage to the status of the M23 corridor
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