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MATTER 3: REGIONAL TRANSPORT STRATEGY

Written Statement from the Mayor of London

3.1
How well does the RTS reflect and complement the proposed spatial strategy?

1.1
The three central tenets of the South East Regional Transport Strategy (RTS) of manage and invest, mobility management and regional hubs and spokes are broadly consistent with the policy framework of the London Plan and the Mayor’s Transport Strategy.  The Mayor supports the general transport related objectives of ‘rebalancing the transport system away from its current dependence on the car and the lorry’ whilst maintaining or improving overall levels of accessibility and reducing the impact of the transport system on both the natural and built environment.

1.2
The urban focus for future growth has the most potential for initiating a move towards a more sustainable pattern of travel.  A key aspect of how the RTS reflects and complements the proposed spatial strategy is the relationship between the spatial pattern of development and the transport network, and how this manifests itself in terms of demand for travel.  

1.3
However, the evidence base for the scenario forecasts presented in Technical Note 3 has an insufficient level of detail with which to make a clear assessment of whether the RTS complements the spatial strategy in this regard.  A greater level of detail is required before a more informed assessment can be made.  In addition, there is little quantitative assessment of the outcomes of the polices, in combination or in terms of their individual contribution to overall objectives.

1.4
The RTS should also complement the spatial strategy with regards to phasing over time.  Rolling the policy framework horizon forward to 2026 from 2016 places a greater emphasis on the issue of the appropriate phasing of transport schemes or policies and development.  The evidence presented in Technical Note 3 to support the policy framework of the RTS largely focuses on end-state conditions in 2026, and makes little assessment of conditions in intervening years.

3.2
Should the RTS include a more spatially specific policy on demand management in general, or road user charging in particular, having regard to the potential for raising new sources of revenue for transport schemes (Policy T6)?

2.1 Although it is acknowledged, as the RTS states, that further work is needed to understand the potential implications that local and national road pricing and charging might have, the RTS should set out the key principles that a potential scheme should meet
2.2 This approach has been adopted in the draft Further Alterations to the London Plan
.  Policy 3C.16 ‘Tackling congestion and reducing traffic’ states:

 ‘ Such a scheme would need to:

· take account of this plan’s proposals for strengthening the role of town centres;

· hypothecate revenues raised for improvements of … .[the] … transport system;

· incorporate improvements to access by means other than by car to ensure increased travel choice;

· take appropriate account of the needs of business for delivery and servicing within the charging area;

· take account of any traffic and transport impacts outside of the charging area.
2.3 The RTS should be more challenging in its application of other, more readily available, mobility management policy measures, such as parking restraint through more demanding parking standards, which is an effective and proven policy tool in managing travel demand by car.  The parking policy T7 should include reference in the policy rather the supporting text that standards at locations neighbouring London should adequately reflect the relationship with outer London standards, in order to ensure a consistent level of parking provision.
3.3
Does the Plan give enough emphasis to freight, logistics and distribution (Policies T10-T13)?  Should there be greater specificity on the location of inter-modal freight interchanges (Policy T13)?

3.1
The potential location of strategic inter-modal freight interchanges, because of the interrelationship with transport network capacity (both road and rail) and potential markets, is an issue that is generally most appropriately approached at an inter-regional level.  

3.2
The GLA and TfL would like to work closely in partnership with the Regional Assembly and other agencies to identify potential strategic intermodal sites.  To this end, policy T13 Intermodal Interchanges should include reference to TfL/GLA as part of the joint working process to identify broad locations, as the sites considered could have a significant impact on road and rail freight distribution in London or utilise the capacity of the London Rail network.
� Draft Further Alterations to the London Plan, Mayor of London, published for public consultation September 2006
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