FTA submission to South East Plan Examination in Public (EiP)
Freight Transport Association

FTA represents the freight transport interests of businesses throughout the United Kingdom. Its membership includes large blue chip multinationals, major third party logistics providers, own account operators which carry their own goods, and small hauliers. FTA has in excess of 10,000 members who between them operate over 200,000 heavy goods vehicles which accounts for approximately half the UK fleet. In addition FTA members consign 90 per cent of freight moved by rail and 70 per cent of goods shipped by sea and air. This unique multi modal mandate enables FTA to speak authoritatively on all aspects of freight based on the broader transport needs of the economy.

South East Plan – Matter 3.6 Regional Transport Strategy

With regard to the Regional Transport Strategy, the FTA position is both straightforward and clear – forecast growth in the region, together with increased levels of per capita consumption and levels of commuting and leisure travel, will dramatically increase the pressure on existing transport infrastructure over coming years.  FTA has recently sought to evidence these trends through the commissioning of a study by MDS Transmodal that shows significant additional demand for freight on roads and rail as well as in the Region’s air and sea ports, which are themselves some of the busiest ports in the UK.
FTA thus welcomes the measures set out in the South East Plan and the Regional Transport Strategy to encourage modal shift for passengers and to create greater modal shift opportunities for those sectors, i.e. freight, where modal shift is either less feasible or attracts significant economic or environmental penalties.  Specifically, FTA welcomes moves to slow down the loss of key sites within the region that are deemed to be redundant or otherwise unsuitable – with the rapid pace of change and innovation within the freight and logistics industries, many such sites – ranging from local to regional in scale – have the potential for intermodal uses that will be lost if incompatible uses are too readily approved alongside.
Analysis of future economic trends also reveals significant additional growth at the regions sea ports that will, even if rail opportunities are fully exploited, generate addition road journeys.  FTA supports moves to provide more and better facilities for the short term, i.e. buffer zones, and medium term, i.e. overnight of for mandatory breaks, parking of commercial vehicles.
The third emphasis is on town centres.  As the region’s town centres expand it will become increasingly necessary to innovate in order to maximise the use of road and kerb space.  Measures to improve access for freight and for the safe and efficient loading and unloading of goods are thus welcomed. 

