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Matter 5 – Economic Development

Sub-matter 5A
Employment Land Policies

5A.1
Should the draft RSS include indicative employment growth targets or employment land/floorspace targets?


No comment.
5A.2
Does the draft RSS provide appropriate guidance on the scale and location of employment land needed (Policy RE2 and sub-regional strategies)?  Should strategic employment sites be identified (section D2, para 3.1)?


No comment.
5A.3
Does the draft RSS provide appropriate guidance to deliver regeneration in those areas that need it?  How successful are the tools set out in Policy CC9 and RE5 likely to be in reducing intra regional disparities?


The draft RSS provides appropriate guidance and usefully highlights the economic potential of the international gateways, including the Port of Dover.  Ports, by their very nature, are often set alongside deprived coastal towns and opportunities to capitalise on their growth should be taken in order to sustain and hopefully increase the economic fortunes of such areas.

However, the economic potential of a port in the surrounding area in terms of employment, investment and visitor spending has been little understood or expressed by the ports as well as the local communities in the surrounding area.  In order for international gateways to take a more positive role in contributing to the delivery of regeneration, it is considered that a further and earlier step is therefore needed to be reflected within the guidance.  Before promoting the economic potential of international gateways, the full extent of that potential and what they already contribute should be fully understood.


As an example, local partners and the community in general in Dover and the surrounding areas had traditionally not been aware of the full employment and wider economic value of the Port of Dover to them.  Until the last few years Dover Harbour Board had not been so fully aware either.  Yet, having researched the issue in 2001 and again in 2006, it has been shown that the Port of Dover has a significant economic impact, including locally:

· Over £50 billion of trade passes through the port per annum

· The port contributes a total of £190 million to GDP

· The port supports up to 22,000 people in employment, of which 66% of jobs are located in Dover District

· The port contributes substantially to local household income with total employment spending estimated at £112 million, of which 71% is paid to residents in Dover District

· The port contributes around £558 million to the economy in the form of purchases, employee and visitor spending, of which 91% falls within Kent.
Understanding the impact will allow the possibility of much more effective promotion.  It will also guard against urges to squeeze the port function and use prime waterfront sites for more aesthetically pleasing activities which may not actually provide the same level of economic benefit as the port.

Ports need room to expand in the future.  Wharves and jetties need to be safeguarded to provide for the import of aggregates for local use, or for the export of waste or scrap materials.  Such activities are vital, but may not make good neighbours for prime waterfront apartments, whose well-heeled new occupants may not appreciate the commercial and economic activities which go with a working port.

Policy RE5 in particular should be amended to reflect this point.
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