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5A / Highways Agency (7081)
EMPLOYMENT LAND POLICIES

5A.1
Should the draft RSS include indicative employment growth targets or employment land/floorspace targets?  
The Agency does not wish to make a formal written response to this question.

5A.2
Does the draft RSS provide appropriate guidance on the scale and location of employment land needed (Policy RE2 and sub-regional strategies)? Should strategic employment sites be identified (section D2, para 3.1)?
The Agency would recommend that the rate of development of employment land should be kept under review.  It may or may not be appropriate or necessary to include specific targets within the Plan, given that employment land development is largely market-driven rather than policy-led.  
As set out in our response to Matter 1G, the periodic reviews of the Plan presents the opportunity to ensure that a balance between homes and jobs maintained as far as possible.  This should provide opportunities to reduce levels of long-distance commuting, therefore avoiding excess provision of either housing or jobs.   HA Library Paper 3 provides further information about the existing commuter trends within the region, and for each identified hub.

5A.3
Does the draft RSS provide appropriate guidance to deliver regeneration in those areas that need it?  How successful are the tools set out in Policy CC9 and RE5 likely to be in reducing intra regional disparities?

The Agency does not wish to make a formal written response to this question.
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