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Matter 7:  waste and minerals

Sub-matter 7A:  WASTE

Written Statement from the Mayor of London

7A.1
Is the proposed apportionment of London waste fair and appropriate (Policy W3)?

1.
The Early Alterations to the London Plan (as proposed to be published) estimates that by 2020 London will export 3.0 million tonnes of waste – see the table below
. 

	Net self-sufficiency: waste to be exported from London

	Waste to be managed outside of London
	2010
	2015
	2020

	
	amount million tonnes
	%
	amount million tonnes
	%
	amount million tonnes
	%

	Municipal
	2.4
	50
	1.3
	25
	1.1
	20

	Commercial/

Industrial
	2
	25
	1.8
	20
	1.5
	15

	Construction, Excavation & Demolition
	0.4
	5
	0.4
	5
	0.4
	5

	All Wastes
	4.8
	25
	3.5
	20
	3.0
	15


2.
At 15% of London’s waste arisings, this forecast 3.0 mt for 2020 is a dramatic indicator of the scale of change that the Mayor expects to see in London’s waste management – currently, for example, around 70% of London’s municipal waste goes into landfill sites located largely outside London. 

3.
The Examination in Public of the Early Alterations to the London Plan Panel found that:

“Difficult though some of these matters may make meeting the targets, the Panel does not believe that these concerns can be greatly influenced at the strategic level and, as stated, anticipates that the 2010 target will not be met.  Achieving the 2015 target will still be exceptionally difficult, but the Panel believes there is a much more realistic prospect of this having regard to the drivers that will come on stream in the intervening period.  So long as the Government keeps going with the LATS escalator as promised, the Panel foresees a real opportunity to achieve the 2020 target figure.”

4.
By 2020, the South East are proposing to take on 0.88 million tonnes of waste from London per year.  The work on Apportionment of London’s Waste Exports to the Combined East and South East of England Regions Report implies that by 2021 waste exported from London will be apportioned on the ratio 47 per cent to the South East and 53 per cent to the East of England
.  

5.
Applying this ratio to London’s projected waste exports at 2020, London’s waste should be apportioned 1.2 million tonnes to the South East and 1.4 million tones to the East of England (per year by 2020).  This excludes 400,000 tonnes of construction, demolition and excavation waste on the basis that it will be put to a beneficial use. 

6.
As outlined above, achieving the level of exports described in the Early Alterations will be a considerable but achievable challenge – notwithstanding the Government’s decision to not put in place a London Single Waste Authority for London which in the Mayor’s view has compromised the capital’s ability to meet his targets.

7.
In the Mayor’s view, to seek to achieve the lower level of exports envisaged in the draft South East Plan is unrealistic.  London expects to export 1.2 mt of waste to the South East in 2020.  The South East plans to receive 0.88 mt by 2020.  This issue cannot be dealt with by the expedient of incorporating within the draft South East Plan underestimates of the level of exports from London.

8.
However, the Mayor notes that policy W3 informs the granting of new facilities from 2016, and will thus have no effect on currently consented capacity.  Therefore, while it may appear that there is a capacity gap between what is to be exported from London and what the South East and East of England are proposing to accept in terms of “residues of waste that have been subject to recycling or other recovery processes”
, there may be in practice sufficient capacity in the form of existing and future capacity.  By 2016 nearly all London’s households should have access to recycling collections, and the Mayor expects that London’s municipal waste will have been subject to a recycling process, as policy W3 requires.  In addition, the Mayor aims for 70 per cent of London’s commercial and industrial waste to be recycled by 2020.
9.
The Inter Regional Forum
 has recently agreed to set up an officer-level Inter-Regional Waste Technical Forum to seek to resolve the issue of London’s waste exports, as recommended in recent Panel Reports, and the Mayor is keen for his officers to be involved in this initiative.

� Table 4A.3, Early Alterations to the London Plan, Mayor of London, expected publication date December 2006


� Draft Early Alteration to the London Plan EiP Panel Report, September 2006, p.106


� Jacobs Babtie, Report to the East of England Regional Assembly V.2, Table 8, page 11


� draft South East Plan, Policy W3: regional self-sufficiency


� The Advisory Forum on Regional Planning for London, the South East and the East of England
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