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MATTER 1
APPROACH AND LEVELS OF GROWTH

Matter Sub-matter 1A
STRATEGIC ISSUES, VISION AND OBJECTIVES

Statement by the Health Protection Agency, 

South East Regional Office
November 2006
1A.2
Are the draft RSS’s vision and objectives clear and appropriate?  
How will this 
vision of a healthier region be achieved (section C, para 2.2.1)?  

1.0 
We support the vision of the plan but would strongly endorse the reservations and comments made in the Sustainability Appraisal
1.1 
Much of the document appears to be overly optimistic, with insufficient consideration of the genuine achievability of its objectives. It seems unlikely that the Plan will deliver on sustainability, greenhouse gas emission reduction, energy efficiency and a reduction in chemical pollution hazards within the environment (both indoor and out).

1.2 
In the face of global warming and the increased likelihood of recurrent drought in the South East as a real possibility, a review of the projected home building targets is called for. In the light of a recent ministerial comment suggesting that it would be better to move the population to where the water resources are rather than the other way around, this appears to be a key issue.

1.3 
If more intensive use is to be made of existing water resources with increased re-cycling of waste water to drinking water, then this should not be done at the expense of water quality.

1.4 
It is important to take a whole system approach to addressing the environmental and sustainability challenges facing the Plan. For example, in seeking to keep services and supplies local in order to reduce the costs and pollution from excess transportation a check must be made that this is not leading to a proliferation of less efficient facilities with an overall increase in emissions and other environmental costs. Of particular concern is the planned expansion of smaller regional airports, e.g. at Eastleigh, that would see the continued use of smaller less fuel-efficient aircraft. The new system of strategic environmental assessment must be applied to such developments.

1.5 
On the subject of reducing inequalities for minorities we would identify the need for a more inclusive approach with the gypsy and travelling communities to develop more permanent sites that are health enabling.
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