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Introduction

1. The Plan would benefit from reference to the Regional Rural Delivery Framework as a key supporting document, with cross reference in several places not least section 2.1 where there is no mention of rural policies.

2. The Regional Rural Delivery Framework is a regional document which seeks to ensure that real benefits are developed and delivered to the rural community and 10 themes have been identified as priorities.  These priorities have been agreed with key partners within the region including the South East England Regional Assembly and the most relevant priority to this sub matter is;

Economic Development and Enterprise

3. The countryside of the South East is one of its major economic assets and its conservation is integral to the region’s competitiveness in both rural and urban areas. Dealing with the challenges of balancing economic growth and protection and enhancement of the environment must be a priority.

4. The land-based sector works in an increasingly competitive global market and freedom from subsidy support regimes under CAP reform will provide opportunities to respond to new market needs. There is a continuous need to invest in modern infrastructure so that the sector can add value to locally produced products. The perceived barriers to economic growth in rural areas such as low incomes, the decline in craft skills and appropriate workforce and lack of public transport need to be understood and addressed.  These barriers can restrict opportunities for and access to jobs, particularly in areas of deprivation.  Whilst seasonal workers are filling gaps in labour they too can bring yet more issues of exclusion and deprivation.  

5. Business start-ups and social enterprise also needs to be encouraged.  More needs to be done to stimulate new enterprise and promote home and community based business and rural tourism.  Appropriate business support and advice needs to be made available to both land and non land based businesses including those in the tourism sector.  

6. Several partners administer rural development programmes that support rural businesses and these need to have their targeting regularly adjusted to suit the market conditions of the day. There is much anecdotal evidence of the barriers to rural development but this needs to be supported by robust statistical evidence and the barriers addressed.

7. The other priorities of the Framework are:
· Biodiversity 

· Exclusion 

· Food and Farming 

· Forestry 

· Green Space 

· Heritage 

· Housing  

· Landscape 

· Water and Waste 

2C.1
Is there sufficient focus/explicit policy on rural issues (Box B1, Policy RE2, Policies H3, BE5&6)? 

1. The Plan tends to be urban focussed with less consideration of rural issues in the main plan and sub area policies, for example Policy CC8a has no rural equivalent.  However, from a rural economic perspective the language in the plan does address the issue of treating rural areas differently to urban areas and provides for development at an appropriate scale.  It seems sensible that this is addressed in more detail in LDDs.  

2. Policy RE2 specifically focuses on urban areas at point iv.  We recognise the need to focus on urban areas but, appropriately scaled, designed and sited rural sites can be very important to supporting development of access to jobs, support for new and start-up small and medium enterprises, maintaining a diverse population and viability of service provision within rural areas.  Therefore we consider that planning policies which are supportive of appropriate rural economic development and enterprise will be beneficial to local rural communities.  Also Local Authorities are only able to allocate sites as part of Local Development Documents, and will not be in a position to directly provide premises; we would suggest the removal of the word ‘premises’ in point ii in policy RE2.  

3. Whilst Policy BE5 ii effectively advocates Market Town Health checks, which we would support, the Panel may like to suggest a specific reference to them in the text as the recognised and robust tool for local needs assessment and action planning.

4. We would question whether Policy BE5 adds anything to national guidance as mentioned previously in our comments.  It also overlaps with policy H4 in relation to affordable housing in rural areas.  

5. We would question whether the policy BE6 could provide more spatial detail.  In addition, it is not clear as to where ‘rigorous design and sustainability criteria’ are sourced from, or how such criteria could be created.  BREEAM (BRE Environmental Assessment Method), EcoHome and /or the Governments Code for Sustainable Home standards could be possible sources for creating/defining these criteria.  We would suggest that the panel seeks to encourage more mention of the use of local building materials such as timber and recycled materials within the Plan.

2C.2
Are the needs of smaller towns adequately recognised in draft RSS (including Policy BE5)?  

1. The needs of smaller towns are recognised within the plan in both policy BE5 and also in the section on Town Centres (specifically para 1.11).  As suggested above we would encourage the panel to suggest the inclusion of specific mention of Market Town Health checks.

2C.3
Is the draft RSS’s approach to the Built Environment soundly based and sufficiently regionally specific, particularly on suburban renewal and on the urban rural fringe (Policies BE3 and BE4)?

1. In policy BE4 we welcomed the reference to the importance of positive management of the rural urban fringe but we are not clear on how Local Development Frameworks will bring about the land use functions described in BE4 and Box BE2, and feel this may need further clarification.  It could also be helpful to refer also to other mechanisms than Local Development Documents, such as agri-environment schemes.
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