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Sub-Matter 2C: Rural, Small Towns and Built Environment

APPENDIX 1 – PROPOSED AMENDMENTS

Policy BE1: Managing for an urban renaissance

iv)
Replace current wording with:

‘develop and implement strategies and action plans to ensure the delivery of Green Infrastructure across the region’

Policy BE3: Suburban renewal

Amend policy to read:

‘NMPs should set out a clear framework for the integrated development, management and delivery of community services, environmental quality and infrastructure (including Green Infrastructure) provision. They should be developed through partnership working with residents, service providers, employers, developers and other relevant government agencies.

Policy BE4: Managing the Urban Rural Fringe

4.1 Research has shown that the urban rural fringe serves an important role both functionally and structurally in the South East. It is a fulcrum of the relationship between the urban and the rural areas. The Countryside in and Around Towns Vision identifies Ten key functions have been identified for the urban rural fringe (1), which should be pursued through greater interaction and integration between the functions (see Box BE2).

4.2 For the purposes of this Plan the urban rural fringe can be best considered as those areas that geographically lie around urban areas. Given the large number and complex patterns of settlements in the South East, the fringe is a particularly important structural asset and serves functions for both the urban and rural areas. It is often an area of mixed land use, rapid change and particularly in some parts of the South East, many competing pressures for land. In some places it is subject to poor maintenance, neglect and vandalism. There is potential to make better use of these areas in order to meet the wider objectives of the Plan. The SE Plan encourages local authorities to provide, through their LDDs, a sustainable framework for unlocking the potential of these areas.  Urban rural fringe locations are typically transitional areas between the town and the countryside, which by their very nature are not easy to define on the ground.  Therefore, it may be appropriate to identify urban fringe zones around settlements rather than precise boundaries.
4.3 Integrated policies, implementation plans and delivery mechanisms therefore need to be brought together to secure the benefits available to the people of the South East region from the urban rural fringe. Policies and plans that support both careful management, positive planning and co-ordinated action can enable the realisation of the many opportunities available in the urban rural fringe and minimise the problems of deterioration to which it might otherwise be subject.

4.4
Green Infrastructure has the potential to provide a spatial framework for many of the functions of the urban rural fringe, as set out in Box BE2 (cross reference to a new GI policy and supportive text).

Footnote:

(1) Unlocking the potential of the rural urban fringe. Groundwork and the Countryside Agency. 2004

The Countryside in and Around Towns, A vision for connecting town and country in the pursuit of sustainable development. Groundwork and the Countryside Agency 2005 

BOX BE2

Ten key functions of the urban rural fringe

1.
A Bridge to the Country 

Networks of new and improved parks, woodlands and other green spaces are linked to the urban centre and wider countryside by footpaths, bridleways and cycle ways. Urban parks, country parks and other green spaces are joined up to form continuous green corridors between town and country.

2.
A Gateway to the Town  

The quality of the countryside in and around towns is an indicator and advertisement of the quality of a town or city. As a gateway to the urban area it creates a powerful first impression to visitors and possible investors.

3.
A Health Centre

A more accessible and attractive countryside and green space infrastructure close to where most people live and work provides an invaluable recreational resource.

4.
A Classroom 

The countryside in and around towns provides hands on learning opportunities in a variety of ‘outdoors classrooms’. This supports all parts of the national curriculum with a particular relevance to environmental education and rural studies.

5.
A Recycling and Renewable Energy Centre

The countryside in and around towns is recognized as playing an important part in the sustainable management of the waste, water and pollution generated in urban areas.

6.    
A Productive Landscape

Farmers operating close to large urban areas take full advantage of their proximity to large urban markets, supplying consumers with high quality local produce through direct marketing as well as supermarkets.

7.
A Cultural Legacy

The countryside in and around towns contains many imprints of the history of our towns and communities, their development and expansion or sometimes even their disappearance.

8.
A place for sustainable living

Careful decisions have been taken about where to accommodate the need for new development, especially for affordable homes. Those decisions have followed an examination of the pros and cons of increasing housing densities in existing urban areas, expanding market towns and villages, allowing the selective expansion of cities and creating new settlements.

9.
An engine for regeneration

Strategies for local regeneration use the countryside on the urban edge to help communities develop their own confidence, skills and prospects.

10.
A Nature Reserve

The countryside in and around towns contains historic and newly established woodlands, wetlands, meadows and a broad array of other natural habitats. 

POLICY BE4

MANAGING THE URBAN RURAL FRINGE
Local Development Documents should identify: 

i)
Boundaries for Zones for the urban rural fringe around the urban rural fringe around settlements in their authority, where appropriate. including areas currently or potentially subject to dereliction.

ii) Issues and opportunities within zones, that require action to deliver a sustainable multi-functional urban rural fringe, using the key functions set out in BOX BE2 as a checklist

To ensure action will be taken local authorities should:

i) Ensure better management of the urban rural fringe, including where applicable Green Belt, by working with neighbouring planning authorities and partners in developing and implementing strategies, policies and action plans for urban rural fringe areas.

ii) Be proactive in identifying appropriate opportunities in the urban rural fringe for well-integrated sustainable developments in the urban rural fringe, including urban extensions.

