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2C / Highways Agency (7081)
RURAL, SMALL TOWNS AND BUILT ENVIRONMENT

2C.1
Is there sufficient focus/explicit policy on rural issues (Box B1, Policy RE2, Policies H3, BE5&6)? 

2C.2
Are the needs of smaller towns adequately recognised in draft RSS (including Policy BE5)?  

2C.3
Is the draft RSS’s approach to the Built Environment soundly based and sufficiently regionally specific, particularly on suburban renewal and on the urban rural fringe (Policies BE3 and BE4)?
The Agency would suggest that additional housing in rural areas typically has a more immediate impact upon the trunk road network than an equivalent number of dwellings built in an urban (or suburban) location.  This is because there are few opportunities to provide a meaningful range of sustainable transport choices in rural areas as movements tend to be fairly diverse and the demand for services on specific, focused routes will tend to be low.  This is likely to lead to a high level of car dependency.

It is, however, recognised that in some cases it may be beneficial to encourage a greater degree of self-containment through the allocation of additional limited housing growth.  For example, increasing the size of a rural centre that cannot currently support key shops or services to the point where these services become viable may reduce the need to travel to larger centres for everyday needs.
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