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2C/ River Thames Society (7522)
Sub-matter 2C
RURAL, SMALL TOWNS AND BUILT ENVIRONMENT

2C.1
- 
2C.2
-  

2C.3
Is the draft RSS’s approach to the Built Environment soundly based and sufficiently regionally specific, particularly on suburban renewal and on the urban rural fringe (Policies BE3 and BE4)?

1. Managing the Urban Rural Fringe (Section D8, Part 4)
The draft RSS’s approach to the Built Environment is not soundly based in respect to the management of the urban rural fringe (Policy BE4).
a)  Concerns  re. identifying ‘boundaries’ of the urban rural fringe around settlements

Policy BE4 states that: 


 ‘LDDs should identify: 

i)
Boundaries of the urban rural fringe around settlements …..’

We believe that this requirement is too specific. The identification of mapped ‘boundaries’ will be costly and time-consuming. Also the word, ‘boundaries’ suggests fixed areas, and may encourage the consideration of the urban rural fringe as part of urban areas, rather than rural areas. We do not support the designation or mapping of urban rural fringe areas, and recommend deleting this policy (i). There is a danger that the densification of housing in urban areas will push other development out to the fringes. This could lead to the degradation of essentially rural areas, and encourage unsustainable peripheral development requiring car access – such as garden shopping centres, public and educational establishments, and sports facilities.
b)  Need to recognise the importance of rivers and canals in the urban rural fringe 
Policy BE4 also states that: 


 ‘LDDs should identify: 

ii) Issues and opportunities that require action to deliver a sustainable 
multi-functional urban rural fringe, using the key functions set out 
in Box BE2 as a checklist.’

This would be acceptable if the checklist in Box BE2 is amended.

Box BE2 fails to mention the role of rivers and canals in the key functions of the urban rural fringe. Rivers and canals, and their corridors, are:

· important links flowing between many of the region’s urban and rural areas. 
· vital links in the Green Infrastructure, providing continuous corridors through urban areas, completing networks for species and habitat networks. 

· areas of open space for leisure and recreation, and provide access routes from urban areas to the wider countryside, and 

· are often important to the history and development of communities and towns.

Box BE2 lists the ‘Ten key functions of the urban rural fringe’ which were developed in the Countryside Agency’s publication ‘The Countryside in and around Towns’. However, the list has been edited for the draft Plan and the accompanying text has been omitted. This has meant the omission of references to the role of rivers. For example, the Plan does not include the text elaborating the first function, ‘A bridge to the country’, which states:

‘River valleys, waterways and the green corridors formed by their banks and floodplains are a particular focus of recreation and a popular means of gaining access to the countryside around towns’
We suggest Policy BE4 can be improved by inserting some specific references to rivers/canals in three of the ‘Ten key functions of the urban rural fringe’, in Box BE2.

Our proposed changes to Section D8 Box BE2 are shown in bold below:
1. A bridge to the country
Networks of new and improved parks, woodlands, river and canal corridors and other green spaces are linked to the urban centre and wider countryside by footpaths, towpaths, bridleways and cycleways. Urban parks, country parks, waterways and other green spaces are joined up to form continuous green corridors between town and country.
7.     A cultural legacy

The countryside and waterways in and around our towns contains many imprints of the history of our towns and communities, their development and expansion or sometimes even their disappearance.
10.  A nature reserve

The countryside in and around our towns contains historic and newly established woodlands, wetlands, waterside settings, meadows and a broad array of other natural habitats.
2. Policies for the Management of the Historic Environment (Section D8, Part 8)

a)  Need to recognise the built and historic heritage of the River Thames
The draft RSS’s approach to the Built Environment is not soundly based or sufficiently regionally specific in respect to the management of the historic environment of the River Thames. We believe that the built and historic heritage of the River Thames should be recognised in this Section. 
Paragraph 8.3 lists seven categories of ‘regionally significant historic features in the South East. However, none of the categories covers the built and historic heritage of the River Thames, the nation’s most important navigable river. 

With over 25 of its LAs, and four of its sub-regions bordering the Thames, the SE Plan must ensure consistent policies across the banks of the Thames and throughout its length within the region.
There is a danger that LAs will forget to specify the contribution to the built environment of River Thames particularly as, for the majority of LAs, the Thames is on the boundary of their authority, and structures are often shared.
Only with a change to the list in para 8.3 would Policy BE7 be adequate.
Our proposed changes to Section D8, Para 8.3 are shown in bold below:
In para 8.3 – Add a new category (viii): 

‘Regionally significant historic features and sites in the South East include:’ …

viii 
The unique built and historic environment of the River Thames, including  historic buildings, bridges and the navigation infrastructure such as locks, piers, moorings and wharves. 

b)  Possible need to clarify coverage
The section might also make it clearer elsewhere that the built environment is not restricted to buildings, but includes structures, such as canals, bridges, locks and monuments. 


Our possible changes to Section D8, Part 8 are shown in bold below:

In Box BE3 – Historic Environmental designations in the South East , insert


‘More than 76,000 listed buildings and structures’

In para 8.5 – ‘…. Apart from the designations referred to in Box BE3, account needs to be taken of the wider historic environment, including along waterways, and also including …..’
______________________________________________________________________
� Ref: PPS9, Statement 12, Biodiversity and Geological Conservation, August 2005, states:


‘12. Networks of natural habitats provide a valuable resource. They can link sites of biodiversity importance and provide routes or stepping stones for the migration, dispersal and genetic exchange of species in the wider environment. Local authorities should aim to maintain networks by avoiding or repairing the fragmentation and isolation of natural habitats through policies in plans. Such networks should be protected from development, and, where possible, strengthened by or integrated within it. This may be done as part of a wider strategy for the protection and extension of open space and access routes such as canals and rivers, including those within urban areas.’
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