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SOUTH EAST PLAN EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC

Chichester District Council 

SUB-MATTER 6B – COUNTRYSIDE AND COAST

6B.1 Does the plan set out a positive, integrated strategy for the Region’s countryside in general? Would it be appropriate to include a ‘Countryside Quality’ Indicator as a measure of the success of the strategy?

The South East Plan provides a positive integrated strategy that seeks to preserve and enhance the particular characteristics of the countryside, Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), National Parks etc, while providing opportunities for the local community, maintaining sustainable rural communities and encouraging and improving the local economy. 

The Council support the protection of the AONBs, while allowing for suitable development to meet local needs and sustain settlements. 

The District Council supports the work of the South Downs Joint Committee and the content of the draft South Downs Management Plan which is reflected in the District’s LDF Core Strategy policies, in particular Policy Env9.

6B.2 Does the Plan set out a positive vision for National Parks and AONBs that reflects the opportunities they provide for the region and beyond?  Is the policy guidance on New Forest and proposed South Downs National Parks appropriate (Policies C1a, C1b and C2)?

The South Downs policy is not a policy as it stands but a position statement on the designation process. The South East Plan indicates that until such time as designation is confirmed then the AONB policy should be applied to this area. 

The Plan includes a positive vision for the New Forrest National park and AONBS and reflects the opportunities that they provide for the region and beyond. The policy presumption that the AONB policy should be applied at this time to the South Downs is appropriate.  It will be necessary to provide a more explicit policy for the proposed National Park when the designation process (including definition of the National Park boundary) is completed.  

It is considered that the AONB policy is positive and seeks to preserve the quality of the countryside and the unique characteristics that have resulted in its designation. The policy gives regard to statutory management plans and identifies that small scale proposals should be considered that support the economies and social well being of the area and do not conflict with preserving and enhancing natural beauty. However, it is considered that the same degree of protection should be given to AONBs as NPs therefore the sentence should start ‘High priority….’
The policy only mentions the importance of agriculture in passing in the supporting text. It is considered that greater emphasis could be made of its importance to local economies and to the character and appearance of the countryside. There is a need for a clear statement on the importance of supporting farming and assisting diversification to help sustain rural economies. 

6B.3 Is there a need for regional guidance on the River Thames Corridor? What should this contain?

Chichester District Council has no comment on this issue.

6B.4 Would it be appropriate to provide more regionally-specific guidance on the opportunities that may be available to improve land-use management and access including the provision of green space in town and country?

The general issue of access is covered in Policy C4. Locally this is addressed through the LDF.  Both issues will be covered by management plans for the AONBs or by National Park plans. 

Major urban fringe considerations are not a particular issue for CDC. 

6B.5) Does the plan provide appropriate, regionally specific guidance on coastline planning and management (Policy NRM6)? 

The South East Plan provides a broad approach to Coastal planning. Although recent forecasts by DEFRA indicate an increase in the potential sea level rise, as the policy takes a general approach it is still appropriate, though the panel should reconsider the forecasts in the light of the most recent advice.

The District Council is in general agreement with the coastal policies and considers that the issues raised in the list of matters are dealt with in the policies. 

The Councils LDF Core Strategy policy Env5 recognises the importance and role of Shoreline Management Plans and Coastal Defence Strategies and highlights the potential for managed realignment. Consultation is currently taking place on the Pagham to East Head SMP to open the debate on options for this stretch of the coast including the potential for managed realignment. 

The District does not have any heritage coast.
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