Extracts from the SE Plan and other documents as referred to in submissions

Countryside Access and Rights of

Way Management

1.13 The region has a well-used public rights of

way network, which provides a major
opportunity to improve the well-being of

individuals through exercise and access to

countryside.This should be maintained and

enhanced, recognising the need of visitors

and local communities, to enable people to

visit and enjoy the region’s countryside

and ensure that it can be enjoyed by all, as

well as providing opportunities to reduce

car use for shorter journeys within or

between settlements. Rights of Way

Improvement Plans should be used to

establish the needs of an area to access

both rural and urban areas.These plans

will be integrated into Local Transport

Plans by 2010.

POLICY C4:

COUNTRYSIDE ACCESS AND RIGHTS OF

WAY MANAGEMENT.

Local authorities, through Rights of Way

Improvement Plans and other measures,

should encourage access to the countryside,

taking full advantage of the Countryside and

Rights of Way Act 2000, particularly by:

i Maintaining, enhancing and promoting

the Public Rights of Way system, and

permissive and longer distance routes, to

facilitate access within, to and from the

countryside for visitors and all members

of the local community

ii Identifying opportunities and planning

for routes within and between

settlements, seeking to reduce car use

for shorter journeys

iii Where possible, making new routes

multi-functional to allow pedestrians,

horses and cyclists to use them.
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POLICY NRM4:

CONSERVATION AND IMPROVEMENT

OF BIODIVERSITY

In the development and implementation of

plans and strategies, local authorities and

other bodies shall avoid a net loss of

biodiversity, and actively pursue opportunities

to achieve a net gain across the region by:

i Providing the highest level of protection

for nationally and internationally

designated sites (map NRM3)
ii Ensuring damage to county wildlife

sites and locally important wildlife

and geological sites is avoided

wherever possible

iii Ensuring that unavoidable damage to

wildlife interest is minimised through

mitigation, that any damage is

compensated for, and that such

measures are monitored

iv Ensuring appropriate access to areas of

wildlife importance, identifying areas of

opportunity for biodiversity improvement

and setting targets reflecting those in

figure NRM2. Opportunities for

biodiversity improvement, including largescale

habitat restoration, enhancement

and re-creation in the areas of strategic

opportunity for biodiversity improvement

(Map NRM4) should be pursued

v Influencing and applying agrienvironment

schemes, forestry, flood

defence, restoration of mineral extraction

sites and other land management

practices to deliver biodiversity targets

vi Maintaining and establishing accessible

green networks and open green space in

urban areas.

POLICY CC10a:

GREEN BELTS

The existing Green Belts in the region will

be retained and supported and the

opportunity should be taken to improve

their land-use management and access as

part of initiatives to improve the urban

rural fringe. If there are any cases for small scale local

review, these can be pursued through the

Local Development Framework process
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Extract from English Nature – Natural England submission on 

2. Management of demand for green infrastructure

These objectives and functions are such that the South East Plan should not put in place an approach of managing demand for green infrastructure but instead one to increase the provision of green infrastructure to meet demand and to increase the functions and benefits that green infrastructure contributes to quality of life and in providing a natural life support system.

. 

Even if a demand management approach for green infrastructure is suggested by any party, we anticipate that there would be little support for it. Most bodies involved in managing green infrastructure have a similar objective, to maximize the number of people to whom it is accessible and the number of people using it. This includes bodies, such as the Forestry Commission and Ministry of Defence, for which the original or primary purpose of owning land is not public access or multi-functionality.

Even if a demand management approach to public access were desirable for some reason, we would question the practicality of managing demand for public access to green infrastructure.  Much of the green infrastructure of the South East has either statutory or de facto access for the public. In addition, the extent of the green infrastructure resource is great. These factors combined mean that there is little chance of restricting or otherwise manipulating accessibility so as to influence the demand for public access. 

Accessible Natural Greenspace Standards (ANGSt) are one helpful bench

mark for levels of provision and are widely supported. These promote

scale of provision in relation to distance from households.  Potential

barriers to implementation have been reviewed 

Natural England has collaborated with FC over a strategic review of all

accessible natural greenspace available across the South East and the

spatial fit to published standards.  This valuable analysis tells us

where standards are currently being met and where there are existing

deficiencies.  Natural England is currently extending the analysis to

determine the spatial variation in the amount of natural greenspace

available per head of population and to identify how the fit to

published standards will change with the housing levels proposed under

the preferred spatial strategy in the RSS.  This further analysis should

help both inform the Implementation Plan and identify those sub-regions

where further strategic reviews of the potential to meet short falls in

greenspace provision are required, like that undertaken by SEERA for the

Thames Basin Heaths.  Natural England would welcome the opportunity to

make the results of this work available to the EiP and Panel.

In addition PPG 17 (Planning for Open Space, Sport and Recreation) requires local authorities to undertake an audit of the extent of open space within their district or borough.  The outcome of this audit includes mapped coverage of the areas of each borough which are currently deficient in each type of open space (by category).  Thjs exercise is underway with Local Authorities and, as yet, incomplete in the South East.  However, early indications suggest that there are deficiencies of provision particularly in the urban centres, and especially in those areas of multiple deprivation. 
