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8Aii/NR/7494

	Waterloo General Suites

	Waterloo Station

	London SE1 8SW

	Tel: +44 (0) 
	     

	Fax:+44 (0)
	





	The Panel Secretariat

	Examination in Public Draft SE Plan

	Bridge House

	1 Walnut Tree Close

	Guildford

	GU1 4GA

	

	30/11/06


Dear Sirs
Re: 8Aii/Network Rail/7494 – Sussex Coast, Housing & Infrastructure
8Aii.1 Is housing provision set at the right level in the Sussex Coast, having regard to the assumptions about local employment, and does it “help meet wider regional needs” (Policy SCT7, para 2.3)?

No comment.

8Aii.2 Is 40% affordable housing appropriate in the Sussex Coast (Policy SCT8)?

No comment.

8Aiii.3 Has the potential for additional housing in the areas identified for development in structure plans been fully explored (Policy SCT7)? 

No comment.

8Aii.4 Have the water supply and waste treatment, and transport implications of the growth proposals been adequately considered (and is there a case for a more co-ordinated sub-regional approach to infrastructure) (Policies SCT6, SCT9, para11.1)?

The need to enhance the capacity of Brighton Station has been overlooked – see comments below.

8Aii.5 Are the proposals in the Implementation Plan (including social and green infrastructure) clear, justified and well related to the spatial strategy? What are the priorities?

The rail related projects identified in this sub-region are as follows:

Ashford – Hastings Line Capacity Improvements. This project is also referred to in the East Kent & Ashford sub-regional table. Network Rail will be the delivery agency for this project. However rail industry funding is uncertain for this project and it may be appropriate to change the funding source to either ‘t.b.c’ or to expand it out to include ‘RFA, developers and other’.

Willington Chord. Network Rail will work with funders on approach but again this proposal is not a priority for us. The proposal does provide journey time benefits between Hastings and Brighton but at the expense of missing out Eastbourne. Rail industry funding for this proposal is again questionable and should possibly be deleted from the table.

New Stations at Polegate, Glyne Gap and Wilting. These are not a priority for Network Rail but will work with funders on approach. However additional stops on the line will lead to increases in journey times and will be difficult to justify. Rail industry funding should certainly be deleted. There is already a station at Polegate and the need for an additional station is questioned.

BML Improvements Redhill – South Coast. Brighton Main Line is referred to in the regional section and support for the Route Utilisation Strategy is welcomed. Network Rail does not have funding for the RUS recommendations and therefore the funding source should be ‘t.b.c’ (or DfT?).

Barnham and Worthing Passing Loops. Barnham passing facility will be created in 2008, however Worthing has been considered and found not to be technically feasible. Worthing should be deleted from the plan. 

Brighton Station enhancement has been omitted from the table. This is a station that is important for links across the coast and the sub-region and additionally for inter-regional links to London and beyond. The station is close to its pedestrian capacity and without enhancement to cope with growth, the station will likely suffer from health and safety problems as well as operational inefficiency. A congested concourse and platforms leads to increased dwell times for trains, which in turn causes delays all along the route and disruption to the wider network at junctions. It is requested that the project is included in the table with Network Rail as the proposing and delivery agencies, with developers and the rail industry as funding sources.

The majority of the rail proposals in this sub-regional table of the Implementation plan support regeneration which is an appropriate aim. However the majority of growth and demand for rail travel will continue to occur on the radial routes to London. Accommodating this demand should be given a greater priority and inclusion of the Brighton Station enhancement would go some way to addressing this.

Yours sincerely

Ben Wheeldon
Senior Route Planner
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