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1. Is housing provision set at the right level in the Sussex Coast, having regard to the assumptions about local employment, and does it help meet wider regional needs” (Policy SCT7, para 2.3)
1
SEEDA is arguing that the level of housing provision in the region as a whole needs to rise from the planned 28,900 per year to:
2006-2011
32,000 p.a.

2011-2026 36,000 p.a.

This is necessary to achieve an overall balance between housing and labour supply at regional level.  Within this it is also important to achieve a measure of jobs/housing alignment at sub-regional level.  To do this SEEDA is arguing that the majority of additional housing which it is seeking should go to the Inner South East.  As a result it is SEEDA’s opinion that housing provision is set at a broadly appropriate level, having regard to employment assumptions in the Sussex coastal area, and will go some way towards meeting the needs of the region as a whole.  
2
However SEEDA does consider that it is vital to make the most of the capacity of existing built up areas to deliver housing.  This could result in an increase in the housing provision for the area.  The opportunity at Shoreham is an example of this potential where it is considered that the redevelopment of Shoreham Harbour as part of a sustainable and balanced mixed use development – incorporating the highest standards of energy efficiency and public transport accessibility, could reach total new housing units of between 4,000 and 6,000 dwellings during the plan period.  This would suggest a review of the allocations for both Brighton and Hove and Adur Districts in Policy SCT7.
2. Is a policy of 40% affordable housing appropriate in the Sussex Coast (Policy SCT8)

3
SEEDA is concerned about affordability, but we also have to look at delivering balanced communities.  SEEDA supports the 40% target.  It is not appropriate to have a higher target than that on major development sites, where there is a need to create a balanced community.  Higher levels can be acceptable on smaller urban sites, as they form part of the community round them.

3. Has the potential for additional housing in the areas identified for development in Structure Plans been fully explored.

4
SEEDA has no comment to make on this point at this stage. 
4. Have the water supply and waste water treatment, flood risk, and transport implications of the growth proposals been adequately considered (and is there a case for a more co-ordinated sub-regional approach to infrastructure?) Policies SCT6, SCT9, para 11.1)

5
The Regional Economic Strategy highlights the importance of quality of life as a competitive advantage and that to undermine it is to damage a key source of regional success.  This relates to our response to sub-matter 1C. The challenge is to achieve sustainable prosperity within environmental limits. For example the Regional Economic Strategy has a target to reduce per capita water consumption by 20% from 169 liters per day in 2003-2004 to 135 liters per day by 2016 and achieve a 30% increase over the 2003 baseline in GVA generated by tonne of materials entering the waste stream by 2016.

6
New development offers opportunities to achieve significant savings in water use and improvements in water efficiency including grey water systems.  All developments which SEEDA is directly involved in or associated with will incorporate water saving and water efficient technology including trials of new technologies. This needs to be adopted regionally and identified in relevant local development frameworks as well as the identification of robust targets to ensure that behaviour change is developed.

7
Policy SCT9 sets out the importance of a coordinated approach in the sub region and identifies areas for priority. Experience to date has demonstrated that with the multi agency approach taken to the delivery of the 5 point plan for Hastings joined up success can be achieved.
5. Are the proposals in the Implementation Plan (including for social and green infrastructure) clear, justified and well related to the spatial strategy?  What are the priorities?

8
SEEDA supports the Sub Regional Investment Framework set out in the Implementation Plan.  Proposals identified are consistent with the plan and reinforce the importance of interconnectivity both across the Sussex coast and into London.  The key priorities from a sustainable economic development point of view are as follows:
· Improving the coastal transport spoke along the Sussex coast as a key part of the connectivity strategy within the RES coastal strategy, as well as unlocking some key housing sites.  This includes schemes to improve the A27 (Arundel, Worthing) and A21 (Hastings), and the Willingdon Rail Chord
· Local Port improvement – Newhaven Port Access Road, 
· Linking the sub region to CTRL - Hastings Ashford Rail upgrade.
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