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Draft South East Plan - Examination in Public

Written Statement submitted on behalf of south east water 

in respect of Sub-matter 8Aii – Sussex Coast Housing & Infrastructure

Introduction

1. This written statement is submitted by Adams Hendry Consulting Ltd on behalf of South East Water. South East Water covers an area of some 3607km2  of Kent, Sussex, Surrey, Berkshire and Hampshire in two discrete regions (Appendix 1).  Last year the company supplied on average 390 million litres of water a day to 1.4 million customers.  

2. For resource planning purposes the Company is split into five Resource Zones, two in the Northern Region and three in the Southern Region.   

3. The Sussex Coast Sub-Region is served by three water supply companies, each of whom is responsible for supply to different parts of the sub-region. South East Water is responsible for the section that runs between Seaford and Bexhill, which incorporates part of the Mid Sussex Resource Zone (RZ2) and Eastbourne Resource Zone (RZ3).  

4. Water supply to this area is via a combination of chalk borehole abstraction and water storage at Arlington Reservoir, part of the Cuckmere water supply system.  In 1993 a link was installed between the Barcombe and Arlington Treatment works to allow water to be transferred in either direction, effectively linking the Ouse and Cuckmere catchments.

5. In relation to water supply, South East Water has a substantial, direct and continuing interest in the development of strategic policy for the Sussex Coast Sub-Region, and the South East Region as a whole. It is committed to ensuring that necessary water supply infrastructure is delivered to meet the region’s current and future needs.

Matters 8Aii.1, 8Aii.2, and 8Aii.3 – Housing Provision


6. South East Water has no comments to make on these matters.  

Matter 8Aii.4 - Have the water supply and waste water treatment, flood risk, and transport implications of the growth proposals been adequately considered (and is there a case for a more co-ordinated sub-regional approach to infrastructure) (Policies SCT6, SCT9, para11.1)?

7. The preparation of the South East Plan (SEP) has been informed by modelling undertaken by the Environment Agency (EA) within the remit of the Water Resources South East (WRSE) Group. The Group also includes representatives of the water companies, Ofwat, SEERA and Natural England. A series of reports have been prepared, investigating the implications of different scales and distribution of new housing on water supply-demand balance. 

8. The most recent report was issued in May 2006 (doc Ar4). This provides a commentary on the housing levels and distribution proposed in Policy H1 and the sub-regional strategies included in the SEP.

9. The Report identifies that future water supply to the Sussex Coast Sub-Region can be provided across a range of different scenarios, provided that a combination of water efficiency measures and new water resource developments take place.  

10. The May 2006 Report makes a series of assumptions about existing and future water resource development, recognising that there are considerable uncertainties in the current forecasts of the demand-supply balance, including uncertainty arising from:

· The final requirements of the Habitats Directive (and the associated review of consents);

· The Environment Agency’s Restoring Sustainable Abstraction Programme;

· Catchment Abstraction Management (CAM) Strategies; and 

· The Water Framework Directive (River Basin Management Plans).

11. All of the above factors have the potential to affect current and potential future water resource levels. 

12. The interconnectivity between all three Water Resource Zones in South East Water’s Southern Region is a particularly important feature of the water supply network in this area. New water resource developments may need to be planned and delivered within the Sussex Coast Sub-Region to provide additional supplies to other parts of South East Water’s supply area.  This cannot be determined until South East Water completes its evaluation of options as part its on-going water resource study. 

13. South East Water is in the process of reviewing the Appropriate Assessment of the Draft South East Plan (October 2006) prepared by SEERA and is likely to comment separately on the document and its conclusions.  The Final Assessment report on page 13 states that one of the options being considered by South East Water, a reservoir at Clay Hill (to the north of Lewes), could effect the Pevensey Levels Ramsar site which is located within the sub-region.  Whilst Clay Hill lies just outside the Sussex Coast Sub-Region, the Panel should note that the comments made in connection with this site are incorrect.  South East Water can confirm that no hydrological link exists between the Clay Hill Reservoir site and the Pevensey Levels.  The Pevensey Levels are dependant on inflow from the Wallers Haven upland catchment and a few other very minor local streams, and are being considered by the EA under the Cuckmere and Pevensey CAMS.  In contrast, Clay Hill is in the Ouse and Adur CAMS, and is a catchment sited entirely on the Weald Clay; as such rainfall falls on the Clay Hill catchment and runs off into the Ouse, and then into the sea at Newhaven.  A feature of the Clay Hill scheme is that water would be captured within the reservoir during the Winter when flows in the Ouse are high, rather than the water going out to sea.

14. In conclusion in relation to water supply, South East Water considers that the water supply issues have been considered in an adequate and appropriate level of detail for a regional or sub-regional plan. South East Water is aware of the Appropriate Assessment conclusions in relation to Sussex Coast, and  considers that additional water resources to meet existing and future demand can be planned and delivered, provided that planning policy support for such provision is given.

15. South East Water has a statutory duty to supply water, and is committed to meeting its responsibilities. It will continue to work closely with the other water companies and the EA (in all its roles) to identify, plan for and deliver necessary water resource infrastructure. It is, however, critically important that the SEP and subsequent LDDs recognise that the timely allocation of land, and grant of planning permission and abstraction licenses, will be necessary to facilitate the delivery of this infrastructure.
 

Matter 8Aii.5
-  Are the proposals in the Implementation Plan (including for social and green infrastructure) clear, justified and well related to the spatial strategy?  What are the priorities? 

16. The Implementation Plan includes reference to two potential South East Water schemes – the raising of Arlington reservoir and a desalination plant at Newhaven.  It is important that the Panel understands that this list is not definitive and these represent only a small proportion of the options currently being investigated by South East Water.  Other options within the sub-region may come forward as South East Water progresses its appraisal of options and its next Water Resources Plan.   South East Water will continue to work closely with other water companies, the EA, and LPAs to identify and technically evaluate infrastructure requirements. This will be undertaken alongside the LPA’s preparation of LDDs to identify specific scales and locations for development within the sub-region. It is at this level that detailed technical solutions to local infrastructure constraints can most appropriately be identified and evaluated. 
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