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8Bii Housing and Countryside

My group is a founder member of SHUV and we have had a major hand in drawing up SHUV's submissions on matter 8bi. I therefore propose to restrict the comments of SE Hants Green Party to issues not covered by SHUV's submission.
8Bii.1
Is the proposed housing provision figure for the sub-region at the most appropriate level, taking account of social, environmental, economic and other factors (Policy SH12)?  

The Institute of Public Policy Research has published a report about housing in the SE. The report 'Meeting Housing Need in the SouthEast' states that it is not necessary to build an extra 200,000 dwellings in the SE to reduce house price inflation. The report concludes that increasing the supply of housing in the SE is not the best way to make homes more affordable. It claims that Deputy Prime Minister John Prescott's plans involve building twice as much housing as is really needed. We would say that the 80k homes proposed in the sub-regional plan bear this out. Only 57% are for indigenous need; the remainder is to cater for inward migration. We do not believe this is sustainable.
8Bii.2
Is the level of affordable housing justified and capable of being implemented (Policy SH13)
We welcome the plan for at least 25% of new housing to be social rented. This may need to be even higher in some areas where there is a severe shortage of houses in this sector. However the Implementation Plan (7.2) states that there is currently not a sufficient level of funding to deliver these affordable houses for social rent. This needs to be addressed.
8Bii.3
Are the proposals for the SDAs justified and appropriate (Policy SH2)?  How will they contribute to meeting the need for socio-economic regeneration of parts of the sub-region, particularly in its urban centres?  In the absence of detailed assessment, is the specificity about the SDA locations appropriate?  Is the approach to phasing set out in paragraph 2.6 realistic and achievable?  

8Bii.4
In all other respects, is the proposed apportionment of the overall housing provision figures to the Districts at the most appropriate level, taking account of the balance between brownfield/ greenfield, and other socio-economic and environmental factors?

8Bii.5
How should the relationship between employment growth and release of housing land be managed (Policy SH5)?  

8Bii.6
Is the policy for Strategic Gaps properly justified (Policy SH3)?

