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8Bii Housing and Countryside

8Bii.1 Is the proposed housing provision figure for the sub-region at the most appropriate level, taking account of social, environmental, economic and other factors (Policy SH12)?

The Environment Agency has been involved in a number of studies to assist in assessing the environmental impacts from housing growth.  Findings from these will need to be taken into account in assessing the appropriate level of any proposed housing figure for the sub-region.

These studies include:

· An integrated water management overview of South Hampshire (Stage 1)

This pulls together existing reports on water resources and water quality with flood risk at a regional level. It is being undertaken by consultants to provide a high level overview of the water environment of South Hampshire, an assessment of current environmental pressures, and to consider how these may change with the proposed level of future growth.  A condition of the PUSH Growth Point is to progress an Integrated Water Management Study.

· Water Quality Modelling - SIMCAT
The SIMCAT modelling helps to set discharge consents limits for water quality.  The model predicts future proposals on the catchment scale and is a useful tool to assist future land-use planning decisions.  It also informs the Environment Agency’s water quality reports
.

· Water Resource Modelling 

Modelling has shown that through a combination of water efficiency, resource development and greater integration of supply infrastructure the supply-demand balance for the current predicted housing provision for the south east can be maintained.  If there are no significant resource developments and minimal progress on demand management, the south east region will be in deficit by 2025.

·  A Strategic Flood Risk Assessment

PUSH are currently commissioning consultants to carry out a Strategic Flood Risk Assessment.  This will build on a study
 which has shown that the housing provision for South Hampshire could result in 10,000 new houses in flood zones 2 and 3
.   The results of the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment  will provide an important step in looking into the appropriate housing provision figures for South Hampshire.

An Appropriate Assessment has been undertaken for the South East Plan. This should inform the strategy in an iterative manner. 

Once the outcome of these studies are known the Strategy (and in particular Policy SH12) may need to be adjusted to take account of the findings and this will ensure the proposed housing figures are based on a robust and credible evidence base as required in PPS11
 para 2.49 (vi). 

(Comments made within our response
 to the draft SE Plan regarding Policy SH14 should also be fully considered here.)
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