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Sub-Matter 1C:  Climate Change and Resource Consumption

Q1C.1  Does the Plan take sufficient account of the implications of Climate Change?  Does Policy CC2 (page 43) provide appropriate guidance to stakeholders on the measures that should be taken to mitigate the effects of climate change and to adapt to risks and opportunities, and is this guidance carried forward into subsequent policies, including on transport and renewable energy?

· Sussex Enterprise supports the proposals for resource measures and mitigating the effects of climate change in policy CC2 (page 43). This includes the statement that Regional and Local Authorities etc should include policies and proposals in their plans etc to help reduce the region’s carbon dioxide emissions by at least 20% below 1990 levels by 2010 and by at least 25% below 1990 levels by 2015.  However, we feel that it is an omission that these targets have not been included in the sub-regional strategies e.g. Sussex and Gatwick Area Sub-Region.
Q1C.2  Is the regional target for the reduction in CO2 emissions appropriate and justified (Policy CC2, page 43)?  Is it clear how this might be achieved, including the issue of not penalising new development while not addressing existing sources of emissions?  Would it be appropriate to set additional and/or more specific targets?

· As mentioned above, Sussex Enterprise supports the targets for mitigating climate change in policy CC2.  Policy EN1 (page 128) gives details of how this will work in practice and the role Local Authorities will play, particularly relating to Local Development Frameworks.  It is critical that Local Authorities are able to enforce targets (rather than encourage adherence to these targets) within Local Development Frameworks (and other policy documents) regarding the use of energy efficient materials and technologies for existing and new buildings.  
· The Plan refers to energy rating schemes in policy EN1 (page 128).  Local Authorities are to adopt a proactive approach toward attainment of high energy efficiency ratings in “all new development, where appropriate, through the use of best practice guidance such as the Building Research Establishment Environmental Assessment Method (BREEAM) and the National Home Energy Rating Scheme (NHER)”.   According to NHER, the energy certificate will become compulsory in July 2007 for home sales and applies to new build and existing residential properties.  Rented properties will need the certificate as from 2009.  The Plan should reflect the fact that this scheme will soon be compulsory.  The Plan should also clarify the position regarding energy certificates for commercial properties. 
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