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Sub-matter 2C
RURAL, SMALL TOWNS AND BUILT ENVIRONMENT

2C.1
Is there sufficient focus/explicit policy on rural issues (Box B1, Policy RE2, Policies H3, BE5&6)? 

Countryside, rural and market town sustainability are inextricably linked. The Plan’s uneven approach reinforces the view expressed in our previous statements (2B and 6B) that the Plan is urban-centric. It was suggested in our previous response to Sub-Matter 6B that there needs to be a bringing together of countryside and the rural environment within a single section of the Plan. 

The Plan also does not give sufficient recognition to the strategic role the countryside and the rural environment have in delivering a healthy region and a high quality of life for its residents and visitors ie the Multi-functionality initiative set out in the Countryside In and Around Towns vision. County-wide/ sub-regional Green Infrastructure Plans and wider initiatives such as the Green Arcs around London should be supported and figure highly in plans such as this. 
Should SEERA therefore revisit these key issues? 

2C.2
Are the needs of smaller towns adequately recognised in draft RSS (including Policy BE5)?  

No. See response to 2C1 above.

2C.3
Is the draft RSS’s approach to the Built Environment soundly based and sufficiently regionally specific, particularly on suburban renewal and on the urban rural fringe (Policies BE3 and BE4)?

We welcome the statement in para.3.1 of Section D8 that “a more creative approach to neighbourhood planning will be needed.” But we would wish to see the concept of Neighbourhood Character Assessments specifically referred to in Policy BE2. It is of vital importance that green infrastructure is both protected and enhanced with particular protections for the historic and natural environment. 

Rural/urban fringe

We retain our strong opposition to some of the wording of Policy BE4, for the reasons given above.

[Please check our previous submission which may have been incorrectly stated as BE3]

