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DRAFT SOUTH EAST PLAN EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC (7060)
8Dі Strategy and Economy

8Dі1 Does the proposed strategy appropriately identify and respond to the differing circumstances within this sub-region, within the context of its environmental attributes?
8Dі2 Does draft RSS make appropriate provision for significant growth in economic activity (Policies EKA3-7, RE5)?
Statement
The Government has recognised that the UK’s global economic position is partially dependent upon maintaining long term, sustainable growth in airport capacity and as such passenger numbers using airports are expected to increase to 2-3 times current levels by 2030. In South-East England, the airports at Heathrow and Gatwick are approaching runway capacity limits and the continued growth of Stansted and Luton continues to put further pressure on London’s already congested airspace.  As a result, the Government has indicated that it wishes to encourage growth in regional airports to reduce these pressures and encourage regional economic development.

The Government published its White Paper “The Future of Air Transport” in December 2003 setting out a strategic framework for the development of airport capacity in the United Kingdom over the next 30 years.

As far as the South East is concerned the White paper summary states

“We believe that there is considerable scope for London City, Norwich, Southampton, Southend, and Manston to help meet demand for air services. Nor should the potential of Lydd, Shoreham, and Biggin Hill be overlooked.”
Similarly, Kent County Council considers Lydd (London Ashford Airport), to be very important to the future of East Kent and to the growth plans for Ashford. Alongside support from the Kent and Medway Structure Plan, a specific policy has therefore been produced which supports environmentally sensitive expansion and development at Lydd.

London Ashford Airport (Lydd) is also recognised in the first paragraph of the Shepway Local Plan as a key part of Shepway’s strategic position between the UK and mainland Europe, and the Plan’s Employment Objectives state that development at LAA will be encouraged for aviation purposes, in order that employment opportunities may be expanded on Romney Marsh, although again this must be done in an environmentally sensitive manner.
London Ashford Airport (Lydd) has been an operational airport for over 50 years and has provided a key service to regional passengers and in promoting regional tourism within Kent throughout this time. Opened to the public in 1956, Lydd was the first post war airport to be developed in England In the early years over 130,000 cars and half a million passengers passed through its doors each year. Passenger numbers declined in the 70’s transferring to ferries from Dover and Folkestone. Despite this the airport has maintained it’s capability to provide both scheduled and private services. With the increasing emphasis on the need to alleviate pressures on runway capacities in the South East, London Ashford Airport (Lydd) represents a regional airport with a prime opportunity to offer inter-regional services. Its current facilities are capable of handling some 300,000 passengers a year. Facilities have been upgraded in the last 3 years and over £20million have been invested. Employment has increased from 8 in 2003 to over 70 today as well as indirect employment created through ancillary and support services. Planning permission has recently been granted for a 4 star 75 bed hotel close to the Airport.
The airport recognises the importance of the natural environment which is also recognised in the planning policy framework, as well as the welfare of the human population and its’ prosperity.
Any expansion of London Ashford Airport (Lydd) must therefore have regard to these various issues and seek to achieve a sustainable balance. These are matters which will be properly tested when planning applications come before the respective authorities.

 However in summary our Environmental Impact Assessment studies reveal

There are a number of other projects taking place within the surrounding area that have the potential for cumulative impacts with the proposed development. Mitigation measures will take many of these into account, with mitigation for impacts to traffic (including construction of a new roundabout at Hammond’s Corner or a similar layout which will deal with the same capacity) and ecology (including agreement of biodiversity action plan and bird hazard control plan) considered the most significant. The cumulative economic impacts of the proposed developments are considered to be both beneficial and significant, and contribute directly to local initiatives regarding regeneration and employment in the region.
Turning to the impact the Airport can have on growth for economic activity. The Airport is in an important strategic location close to the future development of Ashford and within the Channel Corridor. Throughout the UK “growth towns” have gone hand in hand with airport development Significantly, three of the UK’s growth Areas are close to established airports – Thames Gateway (London City and Stanstead), London-Stansted –Cambridge-Peterborough(Stanstead) and Milton Keynes South Midlands (Birmingham, Coventry, Luton and Stanstead). The fourth area Ashford has an Airport and its strategic importance should be recognised within the South East plan.

For the above reasons we believe that Policy T9 should include the following

“Support an enhanced role for London Ashford Airport (Lydd) as an airport of regional significance”

Section E3 East Kent and Ashford Sub-Region

It is noted that (our comments are in bold and italics)

· the preferred spatial strategy: concentrates development and investment at Ashford.- the Airport is located close to Ashford and can serve to enhance the areas development.
· EKA3 in order to achieve a greater emphasis on new employment and development… varied economic functions of the sub-region will be fostered and provision made for new economic activity. Airports create investment and jobs and stimulate the economy
· EKA4 New economic impetus will be encouraged throughout the coastal towns. The airport is located close to the coastal towns, which do not get mentioned within the plan ;ie New Romney, Lydd ,Dymchurch ,Rye
· EKA4 Decommissioning of nuclear power plant at Dungeness ….. Will require new measures to increase local employment. What better ready made solution than to support jobs creation at the London Ashford Airport (Lydd)?
· A previous draft of the Plan, published in January 2005, included reference in Policy EKA3 Urban Renaissance of the Coastal Towns to the smaller scale operations at the Airport to contribute to encouraging new economic impetus in East Kent. Such a reference has been removed from the replacement. It is suggested that this be reinstated 

· Mention is made of Kent International Airport as a catalyst for economic growth in Thanet with significant economic benefits- yet no mention is made of the similar benefits to Shepway nor Ashford regarding the potential for London Ashford Airport(Lydd)
.
· Mention is made of the gateway role of the sub-region- yet no mention of London Ashford Airport (Lydd). We regard this as an omission. 
 Previously the regional plan has recognised the potential of London Ashford Airport (Lydd) but in the latest draft all reference to London Ashford Airport (Lydd) has been removed. Why is this when Central Government, KCC and Shepway all recognise the potential of the Airport?  We consider the Draft South East Plan has a fundamental flaw in this respect The Draft SE Plan must not seek to remove reference to the Airport and try to pre-empt consideration of the Airport’s development plans. We would suggest that policy EKA4 should include the following

“ London Ashford Airport (Lydd) should be a catalyst for economic development in Shepway and the sub-region and its growth as a regional airport is supported provided proposals satisfy policy criteria for the environment ,transport and amenity.” 

PAGE  
1

