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WRITTEN STATEMENT

8Di.2  Does the draft RSS make appropriate provision for significant growth in economic activity (Policies EKA3-7, RE5)?

Policy EKA7: EMPLOYMENT LOCATIONS states that high-quality proposals for intensifying or expanding the technology, knowledge and scientific sectors will be supported at established and suitable new locations, including 
Ashford – at the Wye Campus of Imperial College London.

Wye with Hinxhill Parish Council considers that the inclusion of Wye Campus as a location for significant growth in economic activity is totally inappropriate for the following reasons.

1.
Failure to meet the general requirement of PPS11, para 2.48
By including Wye Campus within this policy, the RSS is not sound.  SEERA has thus failed to meet the general requirement of PPS11 (para 2.48) because it has failed to ensure that the RSS is sound when submitted for examination.

The inclusion of Wye Campus within the RSS is not sound because:
· It is inconsistent with other policies within the RSS, in that it identifies development at an unsustainable rural location and would conflict with many other strategic policies which seek to ensure development is located in urban areas and on previously developed land (Greater Ashford Development Framework and Policy CC8a of the draft RSS) and should be on an appropriate scale (Policy EKA6 of the draft RSS).
· It is not based on robust and credible evidence, in terms of the suitability of the site and the need for the development, 
· It has not been subject to a satisfactory Sustainability Appraisal (as required by PPS 11, para 2.38) and has not been assessed or appraised in terms of other more appropriate options in the light of the SA findings.  
· Wye Campus is located within the AONB which is a nationally designated area. Major development would be undesirable as it would have significant environmental impacts.  Evidence of exceptional circumstances has not been cited to support any development at Wye Campus. (See PPS7 para 22.) 

2.
Failure to meet the specific requirement of PPS11, para 1.16

Furthermore, by including Wye Campus within this policy the RSS fails to meet the specific requirement (in PPS11 at para 1.16) that the RSS does not identify specific sites as suitable for development.  
3
Contrary to Imperial College London’s own intentions

By including Wye Campus within this policy the RSS fails to take into account that Imperial College London has decided not to proceed any further with its investigation into delivering a world-class research centre, science hub and associated housing at its campus in Wye.  This was confirmed by Imperial College London’s Management Board on 29 September 2006.  Imperial College London stated that it has no current plans to expand research and development at Wye and will not be instigating a search for a replacement to its vision project.

This decision by Imperial College London raises significant questions about the delivery of any proposal at Wye.  The explicit statement from Imperial College London, that it will not for the foreseeable future be pursuing any development proposals at Wye, renders the current RSS policy undeliverable and the inclusion of the Wye campus of Imperial College London within policy EKA7 wholly inappropriate.  Wye with Hinxhill Parish Council understands that references to Wye campus have already been deleted by SEERA from the Implementation Plan.
4.
Conclusion

For all the above reasons Wye with Hinxhill Parish Council requests that the reference to the Wye campus of Imperial College London in policy EKA7 is deleted.
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Updated 29th September 2006

Imperial College London statement on its campus at Wye 

Imperial College London’s Management Board today confirmed that the College will not proceed any further with its investigation into delivering a world-class research centre, science hub and associated housing at its campus in Wye.

Since the announcement of the Concordat between Imperial, Ashford Borough Council and Kent County Council in December 2005, the College has been exploring its vision for sustaining and developing the campus in Wye that could have secured jobs locally and regionally, and led to scientific developments of global importance.

Having carefully considered all the issues involved, the project team has concluded that none of the scenarios for the vision would represent a wise, viable or desirable investment of public funds for Imperial College and Wye.

Professor Borysiewicz, Deputy Rector of Imperial College London, said: “I would personally like to thank the people in Wye and surrounding villages, particularly the Parish Council and other elected representatives, for their patience and co-operation over the last few months. As I said at the first public meeting in January, the views of local people would play a significant part in our decision-making process and I have appreciated the responses that have been received.

“The College remains committed to the high quality teaching that takes place at Wye and we will continue to support academic teaching activity there. This includes the highly successful Imperial College/University of Kent Applied Business Management undergraduate degree courses, Masters degrees and the Distance Learning Programmes. As we stated in December 2005, we will review the arrangements with University of Kent in 2011.
 
"We have no current plans to expand research and development at Wye, and we will not be instigating a search for a replacement to the vision project. Any decisions on future activity at Wye campus will, of course, be shared with local residents at the earliest opportunity.”

For more information please contact: 
Sebastian Hanley
FD Tamesis
Tel: 020 7269 9357
Email: sebastianh@tamesis-pr.com
http://www.wyecampusvision.org.uk
 

� Appendix 1 – Imperial College London statement on its campus at Wye, 29 September 2006.
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