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8Di.1
Does the proposed strategy appropriately identify and respond to the differing circumstances within the sub-region within the context of its environmental attributes?

1. The sub-regional strategy does identify quite clearly the different needs of each district and sets out in its policies, methods for supporting and encouraging the delivery of jobs and homes.

2. The varying roles of the coastal towns, the Ashford growth area, Canterbury and the sub-regions role as a gateway to Europe are recognised.  

3. The issue of the use of greenfield land to support the growth of both housing and employment sites at Ashford was addressed within the RPG Chapter 12 amendment process. It was accepted that greenfield land would be needed at Ashford to deliver the long term aspirations for growth for 28,000 jobs by 2031. 

4. The sub-regional strategy sets out that the greater economic growth would take place at Ashford but does not address the issue of the release of greenfield sites to accommodate this growth. Nor does it specifically mention sensitive environmental areas such as the North Downs ANOB or the RAMSAR site at Pegwell Bay even though both Sandwich and Richborough are mentioned as sites for developing technology clusters. There are no plans within the Greater Ashford Development Framework for any expansion of Ashford to the north that would impinge on the North Downs AONB;

5. The sub-regional strategy reflects the concerns expressed within the Chapter 12 amendment Ashford Growth Area document to ensure that development at Ashford does not undermine the employment or housing needs of the regeneration areas.

8Di.2
Does draft RSS make appropriate provision for significant growth in economic activity (Policies EKA3-7, RE5)?

1. The sub-regional strategy sets out a target for economic growth of 50,000 new jobs by 2026. (Paragraph 2.15) This is based on the past growth of 39,000 new jobs.

2. We are encouraged by the steps the sub-regional strategy takes to identify sites and alternatives and to supporting regeneration areas and the coastal towns as well as Ashford.

3. The Gateway role is also identified and policy EKA5 appears to encourage the economic development of the Ports. However, we would ask the Panel to investigate the interrelationship between Ashford and the rest of the sub-region to support and complement economic growth and to recognise potential conflicts. 

4. Policy EKA6 sets out the supporting criteria for economic growth to reduce commuting and allow a broad base supply for all types of business needs. This supports the Government agenda to reduce commuting, congestion and air pollution through excessive car use and reflects our view stated on matter 1D.
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