Matter: 8D      Respondent number: 7511       Environment Agency

[image: image1.jpg]Environment
LW Agency




Matter ref.: 8D: East Kent and Ashford

Allocated respondent no: 7511

Contact name: Howard Davidson

Contact no: 01903 832156

8D
EAST KENT AND ASHFORD

8Di
Strategy and Economy

8Di.1
Does the proposed strategy appropriately identify and respond to the differing circumstances within this sub-region, within the context of its environmental attributes?

The strategy has appropriately identified the differing circumstances in this sub-region, within the context of its environmental attributes. However, we believe the strategy has not responded appropriately to all these circumstances. We have addressed the water-related environmental issues in our response to 8Div.1 and confine our response here to issues of a more general environmental nature.


Biodiversity

The Stour catchment has particular significance as an environmental attribute, and is sensitive to development pressures. The strategy has committed to the creation of wetland and habitat within Policy EKA9, as well as the conservation and enhancement of ‘the most valuable habitats’. However, as we have stated in our response to Matter 2a, further assessment will be necessary at the Local Development Framework level to establish local effects and mitigation as a result of proposed development.

Air Quality

The role of East Kent as a Gateway to Europe brings with it issues with respect to air quality. The Port of Dover already has Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) status. Expansion at the Port of Ramsgate and Manston International Airport, along with associated road traffic – especially freight - is likely to exacerbate air quality problems, impacting on people’s quality of life and their health. 

Health & Recreation

We welcome the recognition that improved access to the countryside has benefits for health and tourism. We support the concept of encouraging people to enjoy the coastal zone and the lower Stour wetlands. The integrated approach, whereby conservation and habitat enhancement are considered alongside access (Policy EKA9), is particularly welcome.

