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“Have the water supply and waste water treatment, flood risk and transport implications of the growth proposals been adequately considered?”

It is understood that much work is being carried out on water issues to identify and test various options but that, at present, there are no definitive solutions.  It seems most likely that a package approach of solutions will be required that integrates water supply, treatment and flooding into one process.  This will need to be combined with greater levels of demand management.  

It appears to the Council that water issues are capable of resolution but will require action by Government, service providers, regulators and individuals.  This is the case whether or not overall growth levels are increased.  

Flood risk has been taken into account and, in relation to Dover District the Council is satisfied that growth could be accommodated in a way that avoids flood risk areas.

The transport issues facing the District are generally identified.  The Council very much welcomed the news that the CTRL Domestic rail service will extend to Dover and values the East Kent Access scheme (about half-way completed) to improve the A256 between Sandwich and Ramsgate/Kent International Airport and thereby the overall link between Dover and Thanet.  These schemes address some of the major access issues for the District.  What remains essentially concerns the Gateway function of Dover; the interaction of strategic with local traffic and the ability of the transport networks to accommodate further growth, particularly in the Dover area.

The Council is very concerned that while the Strategy acknowledges the issues, the solutions are not sufficiently prioritised in time.  For example, the Implementation Plan itemises A20 Dover (Townwall Street) for investigation only in the 2016 to 2021 period, yet this area already suffers from poor air quality and congestion.  Even if a scheme was identified in this period it may well not be delivered until beyond after 2026.  The same issue is the case with regard to the improvement of the A2 from Dover to Lydden Hill.  Set against the forecasts for growth in freight traffic and the Harbour Boards’s emerging proposals to increase capacity, this is simply not an acceptable planned response.

Related to the preceding point is the issue of the increasing impact of Operation Stack on Kent.  As an example, in early December disruption to the ferry services resulted in a stack of traffic on the M20 almost 50 miles long, with knock-on effects elsewhere on the network.  This in turn causes disruption to Kent businesses and residents and, in the case of businesses, lost revenue.  The Strategy appears to have no planned response to this issue which is only set to magnify over the 20 year plan period.

Within this context the Council is exploring growth options which go beyond those in the Strategy.  In order to build upon the knowledge assembled at the regional and sub-regional level and allow an assessment of the infrastructure issues associated with each of the options the Council has:

· commissioned a comprehensive Transportation Study of Dover through a funding partnership of public sector organisations (English Partnerships, Highways Agency, Kent County Council, the Primary Care Trust and the Regional Development Agency) and private sector parties who have an interest in potential development areas.  The study commenced in December 2006 and is likely to take 9 months to reach its full conclusions

· undertaken a further round of consultation with all providers of infrastructure, which will include a workshop event in January 2007

As matters stand, it is not possible to fully answer the question as to whether the water and transport implications of the growth proposals have been adequately considered.  It is though possible to conclude that, at least in terms of transport, the Strategy’s response lacks the urgency necessitated by the situation and that, in respect of Dover District, the sub-regional Strategy has fallen short on options testing. 

