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“Does the proposed sub-regional policy framework (14 policies) provide an appropriate level of guidance for LDDs?”

The proposed policies are set at an appropriate level of detail.  The Council would not wish to see policies of a more spatially specific or detailed level as it is considered that this would take them into areas more appropriately dealt with through LDDs.

The Council does consider though, that the proposed set of sub-regional policies would benefit from greater clarity both in terms of purpose, and focus on matters that are truly sub-regional.

In terms of clarity of purpose, it is considered that the order of policies would benefit from review.  Most, if not all, the relevant material is included in the sub-regional strategy but not always in the best grouping or appropriate emphasis.  At present the first policy concerns housing quantities and distribution and is followed by a section titled Core Strategy.  It is considered that it would be more helpful if the first policy set out the sub-regional strategy in terms of how it evolves from and relates to the regional spatial strategy, particularly in terms of growth area, regeneration, Gateway function, individual roles of the Hubs and major settlements, and the importance of improved accessibility.  The role of the area in contributing to the spatial strategy’s highly demanding proposals for increased skills and qualifications levels, improved productivity and activity rates, and increased business stock in order to meet the area’s needs and to reduce intra regional disparities, should be clearly set out.  This would set a much clearer context for the remaining policies concerning housing/population, the economy and the environment.

On the second matter of the focus of the proposed policies, it is considered that they would all benefit from an editing down to remove material that is simply descriptive or that re-states matters which have already been dealt with in the regional spatial strategy.  This would help to clarify the extent and nature of the sub-regional strategy.  As an example, the first four paragraphs of policy EKA3 add little to the policy and could largely be removed.  There are also instances of  repetition which could be removed, for example, policy EKA4 refers to the Ports of Ramsgate and Dover, the Channel Tunnel and Kent International Airport which are also dealt with in EKA5 regarding the Gateway Role.  It would be better if all references were in EKA5 only.

Improved presentation and crisper policies would aid general understanding of the sub-regional strategy and help the process of producing LDDs.

