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8Div/NR/7494

	Waterloo General Suites

	Waterloo Station

	London SE1 8SW

	Tel: +44 (0) 
	     

	Fax:+44 (0)
	





	The Panel Secretariat

	Examination in Public Draft SE Plan

	Bridge House

	1 Walnut Tree Close

	Guildford

	GU1 4GA

	

	01/12/06


Dear Sirs
Re: 8Div/Network Rail/7494 – East Kent & Ashford, Implementation & Format
8Div.1 Have the water supply and waste water treatment, and transport implications of the growth proposals been adequately considered?

No comment.

8Div.2 Are the proposals in the Implementation Plan (including for social and green infrastructure clear), justified and well related to the spatial strategy? What are the priorities?

Of the rail related projects identified in this sub-region the following require comment:

Ashford – Thanet journey time improvements on existing line. Network Rail is not the proposing agency, as this project is an aspiration of South Eastern. Network Rail is however currently investigating the proposal.
Ashford – Hastings Rail Capacity Improvements. This project is referred to in the Sussex Coast sub-region, where the proposing agency is accurately described. Network Rail will be the delivery agency for this project. Funding for this project is however uncertain. The ‘t.b.c’ could be left or it could be expanded to include RFA, developer and other’. 
The enhancement of Ashford Station has been omitted from the table. This is a station that is important for links across the sub-region, for inter-regional links to London and for international links. The Station also acts as an important gateway for the sub-region, setting the first impressions to many visitors. Presently the domestic station and environs let down this regeneration growth area. Ashford Council has plans for upgrading the environs and improvements to the station should also be identified. Improvement to the station would encourage more use of public transport and become a positive symbol of economic and social regeneration, making the project of sub-regional importance.

8Div.3 Does the proposed sub-regional policy framework (14 policies) provide an appropriate level of guidance for LDDs?

No comment.

Yours sincerely

Ben Wheeldon
Senior Route Planner
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