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1.
Introduction

1.1 
The South Downs extend from Winchester to Eastbourne and, together with part of the Western Weald, are designated as the East Hampshire AONB and the Sussex Downs AONB, a combined area of 1,374 sq.km. As such, the two AONBs represent one of the largest areas of protected landscape in England.  

1.2 The South Downs Joint Committee came into being on 1st June 2005 as a result of an Agreement between the Countryside Agency and the 15 local authorities across the South Downs. The Joint Committee has taken on the roles of the former Conservation Board and the East Hampshire AONB Joint Advisory Committee. It therefore represents, for the first time, a single management organisation promoting and facilitating the conservation and enhancement of the South Downs. The Joint Committee’s objectives are set out in Appendix 1.

1.3 In addition to renowned landscape attractions such as Beachy Head, Ditchling Beacon, Devil’s Dyke, Blackdown and Butser Hill, the South Downs include (inter)nationally important habitats, particularly chalk grassland, heathlands and ancient woodland. With over 3,200 km of public rights of way including the South Downs Way National Trail and 15 regional walking routes, the two AONBs attracted over 39 million leisure trips in 2003. In turn, these visits generated some £333 million for the local economy (Appendix 2).

1.4 On 18th December 2002 the Countryside Agency signed an Order to create the South Downs National Park, subject to Ministerial confirmation. The designated Park area includes the great majority of the two AONBs and additional areas, resulting in an area of 1,641 sq.km. A Public Inquiry into objections into the Designation Order was held in 2003 - 2005 and an announcement from the Minister as to whether or not the designation is confirmed is awaited.

1.5 The population of the South Downs National Park (subject to Ministerial confirmation) is estimated to be some 115,000, with 1.8 million people within just 10 km of the boundary, and 10 million people within an hour’s journey time. In 2002/03 it was estimated that over 4,000 planning applications were received within the National Park area. This is almost four times the number received in the Lake District, the next highest. 85% or so of those applications are approved each year. 

1.6 In addition to development pressure generated within the National Park, it is under pressure from the development needs and desires of the urban areas around its boundary, particularly those on the south coast, sandwiched between the sea and the Downs. This pressure has been much in evidence in recent years with proposals for various waste management facilities and large-scale formal sports facilities within and adjacent to the designated area. 

1.7 The South Hampshire Sub-Region adjoins the boundary of the South Downs National Park (subject to Ministerial confirmation) and the Sussex Coast Sub-Region overlaps part of the Sussex Downs AONB. The Gatwick Area Sub-Region extends as far south as the Sussex Downs AONB, and the Western Corridor and Blackwater Valley Sub-Region is just a little to the north-east of the East Hampshire AONB.

2. 8Bii.1 (Policy SH12)

2.1 The Joint Committee objects to the proposed total of 80,000 houses for the Sub-Region and supports instead Hampshire County Council’s calls for a reduced total of 73,000 houses (or fewer), because of the likely implications of that number of houses for the South Downs. 

2.2 The South Hampshire Sub-Region exactly follows the southern boundary of the South Downs National Park (subject to Ministerial confirmation). This is of concern, as meeting the housing targets for the Sub-Region could potentially lead to dense urban development all along the southern boundary of the National Park, heightening the cross-border impacts on the protected area. Of immediate concern would be development around Clanfield, Horndean and Rowlands Castle, which are all outside the National Park (as currently designated) but within the South Hampshire Sub-Region. 

2.3 The Joint Committee therefore considers that there is a need for a buffer zone between the Sub-Region and the National Park in which development should be less intensive. It suggests that the best way of achieving this would be to remove the villages just south of the AONB/National Park (Rowlands Castle, Clanfield, Horndean, Denmead, Newtown, Wickham, Swanmore, Bishops Waltham, Durley, Colden Common, and those parts of Upham and Owslebury that are outside the Park) from the Sub-Region.

2.4 In commenting previously on the proposed housing distribution for Hampshire, the Joint Committee preferred Option B for South Hampshire, which proposed 500 houses in the southern parishes of East Hampshire District (which includes land within the East Hampshire AONB). The Joint Committee is therefore very concerned that the Assembly has increased the allocation in the southern parishes to 1,200. 

2.5 The Joint Committee strongly objects to this increased allocation as the additional housing will impact on the East Hampshire AONB through additional recreational pressure, traffic, water resources and increasing urban fringe activities as it will inevitably be in close proximity to the AONB. 

3.
8Bii.2 (Policy SH13)
3.1
The Joint Committee supports the provision of affordable housing as promoted by this policy, providing that they are well-located in respect to landscape and townscape character and nature conservation and recreational interests, well-designed and well-served by public transport and other facilities, because of the importance of affordable housing to community life in the South Downs. How affordable housing is to be funded is a key issue – we cannot simply rely on provision as a proportion of large housing developments.
4.
8Biii.1 (Policies SH10 and SH14)

4.1 The Joint Committee supports Policy SH10 – if there is to be an increase in development, then infrastructure will also need to be provided at the right time and in the right locations. With regard to public transport provision, this should extend into the AONB/National Park so as to provide the inhabitants of new/expanded housing areas with the opportunity for recreation in the countryside without relying on the private car. It would also allow existing residents within the AONB to be able to access new jobs in the Sub-Region by public transport. 

4.2 The Joint Committee supports Policy SH14, although it is not clear if the targets for a decrease in water use in viii take account of the predicted increases in water demand through the proposed level of development in the region. This should be clarified.
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Appendix 1: The Objectives of the South Downs Joint Committee

The South Downs Joint Committee has four objectives:

To protect, conserve and enhance the natural beauty and amenity of the Sussex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and the East Hampshire Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, including their physical, ecological and cultural landscape;

To promote the quiet informal enjoyment of the Sussex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and the East Hampshire Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty by the general public but only so far as is consistent with the first objective;

Generally to promote sustainable forms of economic and social development especially working with farmers and landowners to encourage land management which supports the two objectives above.

To foster the social and economic wellbeing of communities within the Sussex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and the East Hampshire Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.
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