8Div/ Ashford Borough Council / 7349
SOUTH EAST PLAN EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC 2007
South East Plan Examination: Evidence of Ashford Borough Council 

EAST KENT AND ASHFORD

8Div IMPLEMENTATION AND FORMAT

8Div IMPLEMENTATION AND FORMAT

8Div.1 Have the water supply and waste water treatment, flood risk, and transport  implications of the growth proposals been adequately considered ? 

The Borough Council considers that the infrastructure issues for the Ashford Growth Area raised by this question have been comprehensively considered. Much detailed background work has been commissioned to support the preparation of the GADF involving the key stakeholders in the respective areas.

Water-based issues were considered holistically in the Integrated Water Management Study (IWMS) which was led by the Environment Agency that identified key issues around the supply of water, wastewater treatment and flood risk. The utility providing companies were fully engaged in the preparation of the IWMS. A Strategic Flood Risk Assessment for the LDF Core Strategy has been carried out by the Council with advice from the EA. Both the IWMS and the SFRA are background documents to the LDF Core Strategy which reflects development levels proposed for Ashford in the draft RSS.

Several transport studies have been prepared to inform and support the growth proposals for Ashford. These have been prepared for Kent County Council and the Highways Agency and have identified both highway requirements and other transport requirements, such as the proposed ‘Smartlink’ public transport network and Park & Ride sites. Further specific studies on the detail and future viability of both Smartlink’ and Park & Ride have also been carried out. All these documents form part of the published evidence base for the LDF Core Strategy.

8Div.2
Are the proposals in the Implementation Plan (including for social and green infrastructure clear), justified and well related to the spatial strategy ?    What are the priorities ?

With regards to the proposals as they relate to development in the Ashford Growth Area, the Council believes they are relatively clear and well related to the spatial strategy. Clearly, there must be a reasonable limit to the number of specific infrastructure proposals that should be included in a regional level document and the Implementation Plan would benefit from a statement to that effect indicating broadly where that limit is and thus the reasons why specific infrastructure projects have been included.

It is felt that the list of infrastructure projects referred to in Annex 3 could be amended slightly to more accurately reflect some of the key infrastructure necessary to service Ashford’s growth. These are listed below:-

· Include the proposed Park & Ride site at The Warren

· Include improvements to M20 Junction 9 and the Drovers roundabout

· Include a new junction on the A2070 Southern Orbital Road

· The reference to Victoria Way should include the new link across the Tonbridge railway line

· Expand the reference to the Julie Rose Stadium to include the wider Conningbrook area

· The reference to the Imperial College research centre should probably be deleted.

In addition, for accuracy, the reference to the Ring Road transformation should say 12,000 jobs (to 2031) not 15,000.

It is noted that Annex 3 itself lacks any prioritisation of infrastructure requirements and priority is only afforded in the Implementation Plan between the table of national, inter-regional and regionally significant infrastructure in Annex 2 and the sub-regional frameworks in Annex 3. On the basis that the Plan assumes equal importance of infrastructure projects as they are all required to provide a sustainable pattern of development across the region, this is a reasonable approach for the Plan to take although it might be beneficial for the Plan to clarify this explicitly.

8Div.3
Does the proposed sub-regional policy framework (14 policies) provide an appropriate level of guidance for LDDs ?

The Borough Council has no comments to make on this question.
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