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8A / Highways Agency (7081)

SUB-REGIONAL STRATEGY
SUSSEX COAST

8Ai Role and Economy  

8Ai.1
What is the rationale for and role of the sub-region?  Does the sub-regional strategy strike an appropriate balance between economic and environmental objectives (Policy SCT1)?
See 8Aii(iv) below
8Ai.2
Is there sufficient provision for employment land throughout the sub-region, particularly in West Sussex (Policies SCT3, SCT4), and is the policy stance in Policy SCT4ii justified?
See 8Aii(iv) below
8Ai.3
Is there the right balance of emphasis between the coastal towns and does the Plan give enough recognition to their different regeneration needs?  If not, what more could be done (Policies SCT2, SCT6)?

See 8Aii(iv) below
8Ai.4
 Are economic development opportunities identified with sufficient clarity, for example at Shoreham Harbour (Policy SCT3)?

See 8Aii(iv) below
8Aii Housing and Infrastructure

8Aii.1
Is housing provision set at the right level in the Sussex Coast, having regard to the assumptions about local employment, and does it “help meet wider regional needs” (Policy SCT7, para 2.3)?
See 8Aii(iv) below
8Aii.2
Is a 40% affordable housing appropriate in the Sussex Coast (Policy SCT8)?

See 8Aii(iv) below
8Aii.3
Has the potential for additional housing in the areas identified for development in structure plans been fully explored (Policy SCT7)?

See 8Aii(iv) below
8Aii.4   Have the water supply and waste water treatment, flood risk, and transport implications of the growth proposals been adequately considered (and is there a case for a more co-ordinated sub-regional approach to infrastructure) (Policies SCT6, SCT9, para11.1)?

It is unclear as to how the constraints on existing and future highway capacity have been taken into account in the proposed spatial distribution of development for the Sussex Coast. The dispersed nature of the development planned in this sub-region is likely to have a significant and cumulative impact on the trunk road network.  In many locations, this will leave the trunk road network unable to cope with the resulting demand for movement.  If the proposed development were more strongly focused at the hubs, this could provide a greater opportunity for sustainable travel and is likely to provide a better return on investment in alternative transport measures.

It is difficult to see how measures designed to influence travel behaviour (ITB) could be expected to have a significant beneficial effect on the currently allocated housing distribution, as the scale of investment required to provide realistic and attractive alternatives to the private car is likely to be substantial and possibly undeliverable.  

Further, there are numerous environmental constraints which impact on the deliverability of major capacity enhancements along the A27, A259 and A23.    In the view of the HA, it is essential that infrastructure requirements for each sub-region are considered together with a coordinated delivery plan. The Implementation Plan sets out infrastructure requirements and approximate timings for each sub-region but there is no obvious link to housing delivery and due to funding constraints much of the required infrastructure for the Sussex Coast cannot be delivered prior to 2016. 

In the mean time, housing sites need to be prioritised and transport packages developed to deliver sustainable communities wherever possible and to enhance and make the best use of the existing transport system where necessary. 
8Aii.5
 Are the proposals in the Implementation Plan
 (including for social and green infrastructure) clear, justified and well related to the spatial strategy?  What are the priorities? 
See 8Aii(iv) below
� updated by SEERA prior to EiP and available online at http://www.southeast-ra.gov.uk/southeastplan/key/infrastructure.html





