ASSESSOR’S QUESTIONS
1) How should the effect on the integrity of the SPA be assessed?   What is the basis for defining whether or not such effect would be likely to be significant? 

2) Projected population increases over the South East Plan period vary from the figure of 14% in the peer review to 6.7% in the EDP study.  What is the actual likely level of increase within the Thames Basin Heaths area?
3) Is it possible to predict what proportion of this growth might occur within 5 km of the SPA?

4) Where was the figure of 40,000 houses derived from and how was it calculated?

5) What is the appropriate definition of a small and large housing site?

6) How many of the proposed dwellings are likely to be provided on small sites and how many on large sites? 

7) If a District is predicted to have no growth or negative growth in population over the plan period should a different approach be taken to new housing within 5km of the SPA within such an area?

8) Is it possible to determine why the EDP study found a greater density of bird numbers away from the edges of the SPA?  Did such a correlation occur regardless of the nature of the habitat around the edges of the SPA?

9) How could one determine the recreational carrying capacity of the SPA?  What further research might need to be undertaken to establish this?
10) How accurate is the assessment of current visitor numbers?

11) Based on current visitor patterns is it possible to predict where any additional recreational pressure is most likely to be focussed and the implications this may have for the integrity of the SPA?

12) How would the carrying capacity of a SANG be determined?  In particular how can the capacity of an existing open space to accept greater visitor numbers if improvements are undertaken be established?
13) Why should such improvements only be accepted as mitigation in relation to one development only?

14) What empirical evidence exists to indicate that SANGS would mitigate the impact of future housing on the integrity of the SPA?
15) What is the basis for the figures in Section 7 of the Delivery Plan?  In particular what is the basis for concluding that for sites in Zone B 75% of all sites 5 kilometres from the development should be greater than 20 hectares?
16) Can SANGS that are further from the development than the SPA play any part in mitigating the impact of the development on the SPA?
17) What other factors apart from recreational pressure are likely to have a significant impact on the integrity of the SPA.  Are any of these relevant to the consideration of housing growth within 5km of the SPA?

18) Does the decline in woodlark numbers between 97-99 and 03-05 tell us anything about the integrity of the SPA?  What are the reasons that numbers of nightjar and Dartford Warbler grew during the same period?
19) How could one more accurately predict the impact on bird numbers from further recreational pressure?

20) Why was there a discrepancy between the EN Summary data and the data supplied to EDP by 2Js Ecology?
21) If the percentage of the population living in flats increases what effect might this have on patterns of behaviour?
