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Our Ref:  MJL/EDP273/hkl
Ms Angela Crease

SE RSS EiP
Panel Secretariat
Bridge House
1 Walnut Tree Close
Guildford
GU1 4GA
Dear Ms Crease
South East Plan Examination in Public: Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection Area – Technical Sessions on 21st – 23rd November 2006

The 6th October 2006 letter inviting participants to attend the first technical meetings on the SPA indicated the intended arrangements for the initial day. 

As set out in the letter, we understand that there will be brief presentations on the Delivery Plan and other more recent related research – followed by open discussion. EDP has already submitted a disk copy of the Thames Basin Heaths Study undertaken on behalf of Thames Valley New Homes Coalition and Home Builders’ Federation. A hard copy will be sent to you this week, for the EiP Library. With our original submission we made the offer to bring a summary Powerpoint presentation of the main study work and findings. 

Clearly there are other important papers and project findings to be presented and / or taken into account, and I imagine that these will include:-

i) Natural England – the Draft Delivery Plan and Template SPD update;

ii) RPS / DCLG peer review of evidence underpinning the Draft Delivery Plan;

iii) LUC / SEERA study on SANGS;

iv) Other Natural England research initiatives, including the study on relationship between visitor numbers and distribution of Annex 1 breeding species;

v) The NE initiative for the production of access management plans for the 13 component SSSIs. 

Given that EDP’s study, however, contains research findings not previously available, we have already distributed copies of our report to such key organizations as Natural England, SEERA, GOSE, DCLG and the Planning Inspectorate, with additional copies to both LUC and RPS, with whom we have liaised in recent months over both their own work and the EDP study. 
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If it would assist, I can provide a hard copy of the intended Powerpoint presentation for Inspector Burley ahead of the 21st November opening session and I anticipate that the presentation would take 25-30 minutes on the assumption that all participants will have knowledgeable familiarity with all background matters and key concepts. 

I look forward to your response on the above noted matters at the earliest opportunity and do please let me know if we can assist you or Inspector Burley with anything else ahead of 21st November. 
Yours sincerely

Martin Leay
