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Dear Ms Bay,





          27th November 2006
Natural England’s Case
1. From the evidence it seems that the three species of birds are not in danger. In fact, RSPB counts since 1992 indicate that their numbers have increased substantially in this period, despite large losses due to heath fires.

2. Most ornithologists agree that wild birds actually thrive near human habitation because their natural predators are discouraged and food is easily available on bird tables.

3. These three species are migratory and spend up to nine months abroad where there is no protection or control over them.

4. The legislation is only concerned with the nesting season, when the birds are vulnerable. For all three species, this covers a 12 week period in the year.

5. It is only population increase which is relevant to increased use of the heathlands and that has been reliably projected at less than 2% over the next five years. In some Borough’s it is negative!
This whole issue has been blown out of proportion.

Natural England are imposing severe restriction on new development and, without any evidence, they are promoting massive further investment in alternative green space to cover a 12 week period in which to protect birds which don’t need protecting.

The cost to society so far is already many millions of pounds. If NE have their way, this will increase to billions.  This is MADNESS.
If the technical session had been a Court, the Judge would have banged his gavel and dismissed the case because there is no case to be made.

Yours sincerely,

Gavin Thomas

BSc(Hons), FRICS, Dip.Eng. MICE
