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Conservation objective for the European interests of the SSSI

The conservation objective for the European interest on the SSSI is:

To maintain*, in favourable condition, the habitats for  the populations of Woodlark (Lullula arborra) and Nightjar (Caprimulgus europaeus).

* maintenance implies restoration if the feature is not currently in favourable condition.
The Conservation Objectives for Sandlings pSPA are, in accordance with para C 10 of PPG 9, the reasons for which the pSPA was classified. The entry of date on the Register of European Sites gives the reasons for which the SPA was classified.

Annex:

Favourable Condition Table.

FAVOURABLE CONDITION TABLE

The Favourable Condition Table will be used by English Nature and other relevant authorities to determine if a site is in favourable condition.  Favourable condition is achieved when the targets set out below are met. 

The favourable condition table should inform the scope and nature of any ‘appropriate assessment’ under the Habitats Regulations, but an appropriate assessment will also require consideration of issues specific to the individual plan or project. The favourable condition table does not by itself provide a comprehensive basis on which to assess plans and projects as required under Regulations 20-21, 24, 48-50 and 54 to 85.  The scope and content of an appropriate assessment will depend upon the location, size and significance of the proposed project. English Nature will advise on a case by case basis.

Following appropriate assessment, competent authorities are required to ascertain the effect on the  integrity of the site. The integrity of the site is defined in para C10 of PPG9 as the  coherence of its ecological structure and function, across its whole area, that enables it to sustain the habitat, complex of habitats and/or the levels of populations of the species for which it was classified. 
Annual counts for qualifying bird species will be used by English Nature, in the context of five year peak means, together with available information on UK population and distribution trends, to assess whether the SPA is continuing to make an appropriate contribution to the Favourable Conservation Status of the species across Europe.
	Operational feature
	Criteria feature
	 Attribute
	Measure
	Target
	Comments

	Coniferous woodland
	Annex 1 populations of European Importance:

Woodlark
	Extent of habitat
	Area of young plantation or  other open areas
	No decrease in overall extent of habitat with a mosaic of vegetation types including plantation of 0-6 age class, or other open areas, from a reference level.

No decrease in size of individual clear fell areas within the plantation ( no more than 10% of the annual coupe area to be in blocks < 5 hectares). 
	The overall area of suitable habitat with the correct vegetation characteristics (for nesting/display/feeding/roosting) should be maintained, although the distribution will vary as areas of plantation mature or are felled. 
Older stands can support woodlark, however, they provide less favourable habitat and support lower densities than stands of 0-6 years.

Reference level to be determined

	
	Annex 1 populations of European Importance:Nightjar 
	Extent of habitat
	Area of young plantation or other open areas. 
	No decrease in overall extent of habitat with a mosaic of vegetation types including plantation less than 5 years old (ideal habitat) and 5-15 years old (suitable habitat), or other open areas, from a reference level. 
	The overall area of suitable habitat with the correct vegetation characteristics (for nesting/display/feeding/roosting) should be maintained, although the distribution will vary as areas of plantation mature or are felled. 
Reference level to be determined

	Heathland
	Annex 1 populations of European Importance: nightjar woodlark
	Extent of habitat
	Area, measured periodically (frequency to be determined)
	No significant decrease from reference level
	Methodology for assessing target to be determined.  Reference level to be determined

	All habitats; Coniferous woodland, heathland
	Annex 1 populations of European Importance:

Woodlark
	Vegetation characteristics
	Extent of mix of tree/shrub cover (display), short-medium vegetation and bare ground (feeding, nesting and roosting)
	No significant decrease from reference level
	Frequent bare patches of <0.5ha within mosaic of short (<5cm) to medium (10-20cm) ground vegetation, and small clumps of shrubs or trees. Plantations usually provide suitable habitat for 6 years after they were planted.  

Methodology for assessing target to be established.  Reference level to be established.


	All habitats 
	Annex 1 populations of European Importance:

Nightjar


	Vegetation characteristics
	Extent of open ground with predominantly low vegetation (feeding) and  bare patches (nesting). Sparse woodland/scrub cover (feeding, roosting),
	No significant decrease from reference level.
	Vegetation mostly of 20-60cm with frequent bare patches of >2sq.m, 10-20% bare ground and <50% tree/scrub cover overall (>50% free from canopy), (nesting). Plantations provide the best habitat <5yrs after planting. There is a decline in numbers supported as the age of stands increases from to 10-15yrs. Older stands only support nightjars where smaller areas within stands remain clear.

Nightjar forage several kms from nest sites, a matrix of habitats including coniferous woodland, scrub, wet woodland and areas of continuous cover are important for feeding

Methodology for assessing target to be determined. Reference level to be determined.

	
	Annex 1 populations of European Importance:

Woodlark
	Food availability
	Abundance of ground surface invertebrates
	No significant decrease from reference level
	Spiders, weevils and caterpillars are important for woodlark.

Methodology for assessing target to be determined. Reference level to be determined.

	
	Annex 1 populations of European Importance:

Nightjar
	Food availability
	Abundance of night-flying insects
	No significant decrease from reference level
	Moths and beetles are important for nightjar.

Methodology for assessing target to be established.  Reference level to be established.

	
	Annex 1 populations of European Importance: Nightjar, Woodlark  
	Disturbance
	Reduction or displacement of birds
	No significant displacement of birds attributable to human disturbance, in relation to the reference level
	Methodology for assessing target to be established.  Reference level to be established


