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1St December 2006

This Statement is Provided by Rushmoor Borough Council.

Summary: 

Rushmoor Borough Council do not agree with the assessment put forward in this report in relation to land available or suitable for SANGS within the Borough. A walkover assessment has recently taken place by Vanessa Burley (Conservation Officer) for Natural England and Tim Richings (Planning Policy & Conservation Manager) for Rushmoor Borough Council, the findings of the walkover survey do not accord with the information put forward in the ‘Pessimistic View’.

The Study.

1.0 The Study seeks to provide a worse case scenario of available land for the provision of SANGS.

1.1 As the use of SANGS is considered to be an immediate solution for the 

      next five years, the provision of land for SANGS should be considered            

      with this in mind.

1.2 The number of sites considered available for SANGS in this study is 5, although there are only 4 listed within the Rushmoor Borough and 1 in Waverley Borough.

1.3 The list provided does not take into account previous correspondence with Land Use Consultants relating to these sites nor the recent advice given by Natural England to suitable areas.

Analysis of Individual Sites.

2.0 Hollybush Hill (463) – This area has previously been identified to provide mitigation for the Aldershot Urban Extension. English Nature has previously commented that the site is not of sufficient quality.  Public access to this area is very constrained. 

2.1 The response received from Natural England after the walkover survey  

      dated 13th November 2006 states:- “This site lacks parking at its access  

      points currently…..although there is another access point via a path   

      across a bridge on the A331”.  Car parking is not available at the bridge  

      access  point. 

2.2 The area east of the River Blackwater  is located within Guildford Borough    

       and is an old landfill area. “Any enhancement would depend to some 

       extent on the amount of landfill gas monitoring which is still required”.  

       Although NE suggest the site is worth further investigation.

2.3 This site has therefore been discounted, as the majority of the site is located outside of the Borough, monitoring and survey work is required with regards to landfill gases.

2.4 If it were accepted by Natural England as being acceptable it would be used as originally suggested for the AUE. 

2.5 Southwood (464) –  has been earmarked for enhancement and there are a number of developments planned which will be funding this area as a SANGS.  These include Westgate – 440 dwellings, Queensgate 200 dwellings, Concept 2000 and Farnborough Business Park. It has been suggested by NE that there may be some excess capacity, although this excludes the area already set-a-side for golf holes.

2.6 Ethy Copse (456)  - This area of land has the possibility of SANGS although to date it has not been surveyed by NE. Currently it does not have any maintenance programme for 1.6 hectare of the 2.2 hectare site.

2.7  Brickfields (469) -  The brickfields area is already well used. Comments from Natural England suggest there is very little potential for this site to become a SANGS as it has little extra capacity.

2.8 Rowhill Copse (756) – Although owned by RBC it is located within Waverley Borough. After the walkover survey this site has been discounted by NE who state  “ I would not recommend this site for enhancement as it is obviously already well used, managed and appreciated”.

Conclusions.

3.0 Currently the only possibility of land available for the use of SANGS is Ethy Copse from the list provided in the Pessimistic View. There may be some potential with the Blackwater Valley (Hollybush Hill) but this would be a long term proposal with a number of issues to be resolved, we do not consider this to be achievable within a reasonable time period. 

3.1 Ethy Copse would be dependable on further discussions with NE although 

      it is only 2.2 hectare. No survey work exists with regard to its current   

      condition or suitability.

3.2 This concludes that Rushmoor Borough Council are unable to meet its 

      housing needs with the current  or proposed amount of mitigation land available within its own Borough, indeed this also includes the land owned by RBC and located within Waverley Borough.

