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Response to questions 3 and 4.
3) What impact is further housing development likely to have on the TBH SPA and how robust is the evidence that such impact would be significant?

4) Would all forms of residential development have a similar impact on the SPA or should the type of development be a consideration?
Hampshire County Council has serious concerns about the methodology and assumptions which lie within the English Nature Delivery Plan. These concerns will be advanced at the Technical meetings in a more authoritative manner by the Hampshire District Councils so this statement confines itself to an area in which the County Council has a particular expertise- demographic matters. In that regard the County Council is concerned that the English Nature Delivery Plan relies solely on linking the number of new dwellings proposed with increased demands for outdoor recreation and a consequent impact upon the Special Protection Area (SPA).
Hampshire County Council  produces long term projections of population and household formation on a regular basis using the “Chelmer” model. These are used throughout the County and are relied upon by District Councils and other organisations. The current projections are based on the South East Plan housing allocations. The County Council believes that using a  “house numbers” approach to inform the delivery plan is too simplistic. The “Chelmer” projections  predict the total population and the way in which households are made up by size and age and thus a more accurate view can be taken of likely future pressures.  
Notwithstanding the 17 % increase in dwelling numbers 2006-2026 proposed in the South East Plan in Rushmoor Borough the population is expected to increase by 5487 persons, an increase of about 6% by 2026 and in Hart District the  11 % increase in dwellings is predicted to result in the population remaining almost static with an increase of 406 persons, an increase of half of one per cent.
In Rushmoor Borough the number of one person households of working age is expected to increase by 53% and in Hart District by 28%.  The number of one person households over the age of 80 is expected to increase by 48% in Hart District and by 99% in Rushmoor Borough. 

The County Council believes that it would be reasonable to assume that one person households of working age are less likely to own a dog.  . It is also considered reasonable to assume that persons over 80 are less likely, because of their age , to undertake exercise in areas of open heathland.
Comparing the number of one bedroom dwellings built in the two Districts in the last five years with the previous five years shows that in Hart there was an increase of   140 % and in Rushmoor   73 %.  The majority of this development is in the form of apartments. There is no evidence to suggest that this trend will not continue, indeed it would be surprising if the market did not react to the predicted increases in the number of one person households. It would seem likely that there would be less dog ownership in one bedroom apartments than in other types of dwelling. 
The larger number of households overall and a higher take-up of fitness related activities together with greater interest in the natural world might suggest that numbers wishing to walk without dogs on heathland might be proportionally higher than at present but this needs to be set against an overall decline in the population.
Conclusions
Hampshire County Council believes that using additional housing numbers as the basis for predicting likely impacts on the SPA rather than a more rigorous assessment of the size and composition of the future population may have led to English Nature overestimating the likely impact of residential development proposed in the South East Plan.  
Using a demographic based methodology highlights  the following key indicators. 
· Lower population than at present – less pressure overall
· A greater proportion of households will be one person households of working age- less likely to own dogs

· A greater proportion of the population will be elderly - less likely to pursue active outdoor recreation

Hampshire County Council believes that these suggest that the likely impacts may not be as significant as English Nature predict.
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