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Date: 18th December 2006
TBH/8/7
Our Ref:  MJL/EDP273/hkl
Ms Barbara Bay
By email
Dear Barbara
Thames Basin Heaths SPA EiP Technical Sessions
As mentioned at the Technical Session this morning, EDP has now obtained from Natural England (but only just today) an example of the following:-

i) Conservation objectives for the European Interest on the SSSI – Chobham Common SSSI;

We have asked Rob Cameron to provide all 13 conservation objectives for the component SSSI areas and trust that these will be made available at the earliest opportunity.

Given the link between integrity and conservation objectives, we trust that the Inspector will permit this documentation to be included in our discussion about integrity at the Technical Session on Wednesday 20th December. 

Related to just this one document for Chobham Common, we would, as an initial observation, like to draw the Inspector’s attention to the following:-

Page 1: the listed conservation objectives for the European Interest on the SSSI;

Page 2: comments about the Favourable Condition Table, noting at para 3 that “annual counts for qualifying bird species will be used by English Nature, in the context of five year peak mean, together with available information on UK population and distribution trends, to assess whether the SPA is continuing to make an appropriate contribution to the Favourable Conservation Status of the species across Europe.”
Final page: Here for heathland and woodland habitat, the measure of reduction or displacement of birds is alongside the attribute for disturbance – with the target of no significant displacement of birds attributable to human disturbance in relation to reference level (though in the Comments column, the following is stated: “Methodology for assessing target to be determined. Reference level to be determined.” 

Final page: Comments are also given for the extent and distribution of habitat as the last entry. 

This document is dated 5th April 2000 and we would ask, by copy of this letter to Rob Cameron, that Natural England be prepared for Wednesday, 20th December, to provide an update to you on the above matters. Also attached to this email are conservation objectives for:- 

· Sandlings Forest SSSI: with conservation objectives covering woodlark and nightjar;
· Solent European Marine Site (extract only): clearly not for ground nesting bird species but of relevance as to how populations of bird species can be included within such documentation on the basis of five-year mean recording (see extract page 48).

If we can assist you with any further information related to the above, then please do not hesitate to contact either Ben Rosedale or myself. Given the timescale we trust the enclosed material can be brought to the Assessor’s immediate attention. 
With kind regards,

Yours sincerely

Martin Leay

Encs.

cc.
Rob Cameron Esq


Pete Errington Esq

Nick Jackson Esq


Howard Hutton Esq
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