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8Eiii.1
Have the water supply and waste water treatment, flood risk, and transport implications of the growth proposals been adequately considered (including Policy CO6)?
1.1 The importance of safeguarding water and waste water resources in the region and the need to encourage water efficiency are considered in the Draft South East Plan and were discussed on a strategic basis during the Sub Matter 1E Water Session, which Hallam Land Management and Bloor Homes were represented.  

1.2 It is important to note that paragraph 1.8 of PPS12 makes it clear that planning policies should not seek to duplicate or cut across matters more appropriately within the scope of other legislative regimes and this should be borne in mind in relation to water resource issues.  Building regulations encourage water conservation measures and the Environment Agency Water Resources Strategy provides for appropriate development and the RSS should not duplicate these regimes.   
1.3 Demand management is increasingly important as the primary means to manage water resources, supported where appropriate by strategic investment in the water supply network.  With regard to the management of water supply, evidence shows that homes with meters have a long term demand in the order of 10 – 12% less than unmetered homes.  Furthermore, water efficiency savings are predicted to further reduce household demand by 10 – 30%, where implemented in new development and is addressed in the Code for Sustainable Homes.  Hence demand management can be best achieved by appropriately controlled new development.  

1.4 In this context, large scale, strategic development is best placed to deliver the challenging requirements for supply demand due to better enforcement of development control, cost efficiencies and the ability of such promoters to more readily implement the required innovation.

1.5 Thames Water’s commitment to implement a new reservoir at Abingdon in Oxfordshire demonstrates the other side of the twin track approach where the company is investing in supply infrastructure for longer term requirements in the Oxfordshire area.  The implementation plan identifies the commitment of Thames Water to undertake more localised upgrades and new mains in Central Oxfordshire through the RSS period.   Strategic development assists in the development of existing infrastructure through Infrastructure Charges and reinforcement costs for new supply mains.  

1.6 Hallam and Bloor Homes are promoting the Urban Extension to the South of Oxford with the remaining owners to deliver a development that is practicable and viable in terms of water resources and reduces the use of water. 
1.7 In terms of flood risk, the preparation of the RSS has been accompanied by careful evaluation of flood risks including through the appraisals of the alternative strategies for accommodating development. 
1.8 To the south of Oxford, the land set out in the Concept Plan contains only very minor areas (associated with the Northfield and Boldon Brooks) which may be subject to flood risk.  These are readily addressed in the master planning of the site.  

1.9 In respect of transport implications we feel that the Draft South East Plan and Implementation Plan should go further.  We support and welcome the Highway’s Agency acknowledgement that there is a case to reshape the current Oxford Green Belt boundaries in order to rebalance patterns of movement at the local scale.  Nevertheless the strategy continues to rely upon the delivery of both physical infrastructure for the Country Towns that has yet to be worked up into specific proposals and, in any event, is limited in its ability to change travel behaviour and deliver sustainable travel patterns to compare with the opportunities on the edge of Oxford.  
8Eiii.2
Are the proposals in the Implementation Plan (including for social and green infrastructure) clear, justified and well related to the spatial strategy?  What are the priorities?
1.10
Provision of green infrastructure (i.e. open space, public parks, play areas, woodland, wildlife corridors etc) is both desirable and an essential part of development design.  The Implementation Plan does vaguely mention about the role green infrastructure and that it should be enhanced where appropriate.  Hallam and Bloor Homes support the provision of a green infrastructure framework for development.  The extent to which this is necessary to be included in the Implementation Plan or in the relevant DPDs will, in part, depend upon its strategic importance. 
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