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8E CENTRAL OXFORDSHIRE
8Eiii Infrastructure and Implementation

8Eiii.1 Have the water supply and waste water treatment, flood risk, and transport implications of the growth proposals been adequately considered (including Policy CO6)?

1. Throughout the review process and at each stage of consultation key delivery agencies have been consulted including Thames Water, the Environment Agency, the Highways Agency and rail operators. 
2. The County Council, as part of its submission to SEERA in December 2005, submitted a detailed programme of infrastructure and investment required to support the spatial strategy and housing distribution proposed. SEERA’s revised Investment Programme (October 2006) highlights those schemes of sub-regional significance that will help deliver successfully the sub-regional strategy for Central Oxfordshire.  
3. The County Council has stressed in its submission on the draft South East Plan the need for adequate levels of investment to be provided and the timely delivery of infrastructure to support the development of thriving, sustainable communities. This is against a background on under investment in areas of key infrastructure and the public’s wish to see improved services and facilities with the building of new homes. The proposals reflect the level of house building proposed. 
Water supply and waste water

4. Water supply is recognised as a significant issue across the region. In Oxfordshire, consideration has had regard to proposals in neighbouring counties, in particular Swindon where significant development is proposed and which forms part of the same water resource zone. 

5. A new reservoir in the Upper Thames area is identified in the draft South East Plan as an option that may be required to be operational during the Plan period. The status of this is listed “under investigation” in the Implementation Plan. At the end of last year, Thames Water consulted on its proposal for a new resource in Oxfordshire. This council’s view is that there are currently a number of unanswered questions regarding the need for a water resource of this size and whether a reservoir is the most appropriate method of supplying it. In particular, better demand management is required; including controlling leakage (about 1,000 million litres per day are lost through leakage. The largest reservoir proposed in Oxfordshire would supply 252 million litres per day) and greater water efficiency needs to be achieved before major investment is made in new water resources. 

6. On waste water treatment upgrades to some local networks are required but present no constraint to development at the level of housing growth proposed. 

Flood risk

7. Flood risk was identified as an issue for Didcot. A Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) has been undertaken as part of the exercise to determine the housing split between South Oxfordshire District Council and the Vale of White Horse District Council. The technical study is in the Examination Library.
Transport 

8.  Policy CO6 provides an overview of transport priorities, particularly Access to Oxford.  The supporting text (paragraph 2.14) rightly stresses the importance of addressing the backlog of transport investment associated with previous development.  
9. GOSE’s submission to the EIP suggests that there is spare transport capacity “to accommodate additional loadings generated by new housing”.  This is not the case in Central Oxfordshire. However, the sub-region’s transport investment proposals focus heavily on making better use of existing road and rail infrastructure to overcome capacity constraints, notably in Access to Oxford
.  The Access to Oxford project will provide the opportunity to manage existing and future demand on the network through significant investment in active traffic management on the major routes and improved traveller information. It will also provide improved public transport alternatives, in particular on the rail network through Central Oxfordshire. There is also a need for more “joined up thinking” between different branches of Government.  For example, recent cuts in the number of trains serving Didcot and above inflation fare increases do not support the aim of managing demand for road travel. Transport investment in this part  of the sub-region to cater for local movements  will be essential in addition to Access to Oxford
8Eiii.2
Are the proposals in the Implementation Plan (including for social and green infrastructure) clear, justified and well related to the spatial strategy?  What are the priorities?

10. Schemes in the revised Implementation Plan list those of regional and sub-regional significance, focusing on transport and water supply. The transport proposals for Central Oxfordshire are based on work by the County Council through the Transport Networks Review, and reflect deliverable major schemes in support of the spatial strategy proposed. 
11. The schemes identified in the revised Implementation Plan represent a framework that partner agencies are required to work to delivering but it should not be seen as a static documentation of requirements. It represents a strategic level assessment and will need to be reviewed and updated as new information becomes available and the strategic elements included in it supplemented by more local schemes or packages of schemes – on transport for example, a study recently published has identified improvements needed in infrastructure to serve growth at Didcot.   
12. Water infrastructure is commented on above. 

13. The schemes in the Implementation Plan represent the ‘big ticket’ items of infrastructure. Schemes of ‘local’ importance, now not included in the revised Implementation Plan (education, libraries, social, health and community facilities, affordable housing and local transport schemes), are as significant to building communities.  It is not possible, nor desirable, therefore to categorise any one item of infrastructure as having a priority over another item of infrastructure.  
14. A key matter addressed by the revised Implementation Plan is the need to effect behavioural change. This is strongly supported.
� Access to Oxford is being developed by Oxfordshire County Council together with the Highways Agency and Network Rail.
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