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Central Oxfordshire: Infrastructure and Implementation
1.0
Have the water supply and waste water treatment, flood risk and transport 
implications of the growth proposals been adequately considered (including policy 
CO6)?

1.1   The majority of the implications of the growth proposed for the sub-region have 
been considered at a strategic level.
· No objections have been received from the relevant agencies in response to consultations.
· The need for an Upper Thames Reservoir is under detailed investigation as part of a proposed compulsory works order: it should be determined through that process, not the South East Plan.  However, if it is needed to support additional growth, it will not be operational until 2020 at the earliest. 

· For Didcot the local authorities have been working with developers and other partners including the Environment Agency on a strategic flood risk assessment (SFRA).  This indicates there is sufficient land available around Didcot to accommodate the levels of development proposed.

· For Wantage and Grove a preliminary SFRA has been completed for the airfield site where 2500 dwellings are proposed and a more detailed study is currently being undertaken.  The site, however, is not in the floodplain.

· For Didcot the Council has been working with OCC and SODC on a transport assessment of 4000 additional dwellings (above commitments) in the town.  There are solutions, but even with a greater emphasis on sustainable modes there is an essential requirement for road improvements including a western link road from the A4130 to the A417 if the Vale is to accommodate 1500 or more homes in its area.

· Transport assessments have demonstrated the need for a link road north of Grove and a Wantage relief road scheme in association with the 2500 homes planned at Grove.  The need for these schemes was accepted by the Local Plan inspector and more detailed work is currently being undertaken in preparation for the planning application.

· An omission from policy CO6 is a reference to the Wantage / Grove and Didcot transport corridor which will be used to link the housing in these communities to the jobs at Milton Park and Harwell.  This is highlighted in the Oxfordshire Structure Plan 2016 and should be referred to in this South East Plan.  
2.0
Are the proposals in the Implementation Plan (including for social and green 
infrastructure) clear, justified and well related to the spatial strategy? What are the 
priorities?
2.1
The transport infrastructure set out in the Implementation Plan associated with 
growth at Didcot and Wantage and Grove is justified and well related to the spatial 
strategy (this includes the Harwell by pass plus a possible link to Chilton, the Grove 
northern link road and the Wantage north-east relief road).  However, it reflects 
what was known at the time it was prepared and more recent studies have shown 
the need for additional key infrastructure which should also be included. 

· The northern extension of the Harwell by pass to the A4130, which will relieve traffic at the Milton Interchange and will be important for the employment sites at Milton Park and Harwell, is considered essential by the County Council’s transport consultants if there is to be additional major development west of Didcot.
· Improvements to the Wantage / Grove and Didcot transport corridor (A417 and A4130) including investment in public transport are needed to ensure safe and sustainable development in the south of the sub-region.  The County Council’s transport consultants have shown a need for improvements to the Rowstock, Manor Bridge and Power Station roundabouts.
· Public funding is likely to be needed to provide secondary school provision in Grove which cannot all be funded by development.  The problem has been exacerbated  because King Alfred’s School in Wantage has recently become a foundation school and any receipts from selling surplus land cannot be invested in the wider area.
· Major improvements are needed to leisure facilities in Wantage and Grove: a recent Leisure Audit has shown that substantial improvements are needed to the existing leisure centre, it cannot just be extended.
· Improvements to green infrastructure in the Wantage and Grove area are desirable including the Wilts Berks canal.

2.2
An Implementation Plan prepared now is unlikely to identify all of the schemes that 
will be needed over the next 20 years.  There are schemes in the Didcot ITS, for 
example, which have not yet been fully assessed, such as completing the diamond 
at the Chiltern Interchange on the A34, and additional schemes for all types of 
infrastructure may emerge as more detailed work progresses.  Contributions to 
affordable housing will of course be a significant cost.  If the major reservoir is built 
in the Vale as currently being proposed there will need to be investment in off-site 
infrastructure which may not all be funded by the development.  This could include, 
for example, a by pass to the village of Marcham to the north of the proposed site.

2.3
Given the lack of investment relative to growth levels in the past and the lack of 
capacity in existing infrastructure, all the schemes referred to above are required.  
However, the Council’s main concern is not whether the needs have been 
adequately identified at this stage, but whether the schemes identified will be 
delivered.  It will be possible to deliver some of the schemes directly through the 
developments proposed, but others will require pump-priming with money from 
Central Government.  If this is not forthcoming the area will cease to be an 
attractive location for investment, the levels of growth proposed will not be 
achieved and problems of social exclusion will not be addressed.
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