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______________________________________________________________
Seeda’s  Non Participant statement

Q1
Have the water supply and waste water treatment, flood risk, and transport  implications of the growth proposals been adequately considered (including Policy CO6)? 

1
No specific comments on this question

Q2
Are the proposals in the Implementation Plan (including for social and green infrastructure) clear, justified and well related to the spatial strategy?  What are the priorities?

2
SEEDA supports the Implementation Plan proposals.  In terms of the RES, the priorities within it are as follows:

· Investing in transport to support the key economic corridors of:
Oxford to Cambridge Arc.  We endorse the East West Rail link to Milton Keynes that is crucial in supporting both Bicester as a key growth location and in linking the settlement more closely with Oxford and the wider Oxford to Cambridge Arc. 

· South Hampshire – West Midlands A34 and rail multi modal corridor The A34 corridor to the south is already congested and likely to be put under further pressure by the expansion of Southampton Port.  There is a need to keep road freight to a minimum and SEEDA projects such as the SMART scheme (Southampton to Midlands Rail Freight Gauge Enhancement) is an example of activity designed to release road capacity. Similarly the international development at Harwell Chilton Science Campus will exacerbate traffic problems, and an additional slip road off the A34 will be needed.

· Investing in an integrated intermodal transport hub at Oxford.  The impact of road congestion will be increased through proposed developments at the four towns outside Oxford.  The Central Oxfordshire Transport Area as detailed in Oxfordshire Local Transport Plan picks up key trips in the areas of most economic activity and future growth – in particular travel into Oxford City and in the Grove/Wantage, Didcot & Harwell areas.  This work is fundamental to the economic growth in Central Oxfordshire.  Whilst efforts must continue in influencing travellers to make a modal shift to public transport, more sophistication should be brought to the existing road network (e.g. real time travel information).
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