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8Fi.3 Have realistic assumptions been made about transport and infrastructure provision in the proposed strategy?

This company has no comments regarding Transport Infrastructure. For the purpose of answering this question we have considered infrastructure provision in the proposed strategy in terms of utility infrastructure and environmental infrastructure relevant to our statutory obligation.

Anglian Water Services Limited (‘Anglian Water’) is appointed as the water and sewerage undertaker for the Anglian region through an appointment made under the Water Industry Act 1991. The principal duties of a water and sewerage undertaker are set out in that legislation. The Anglian region covers the local authority areas Milton Keynes Borough Council and the northern rural areas of Aylesbury District Council for both water and wastewater services.

Section 37 of that Act places a duty upon a water undertaker to develop and maintain an efficient and economical system of water supply within its area. Similarly Section 94 places a duty upon a sewerage undertaker to provide, improve and extend a system of public sewers to ensure that its area is effectually drained and the contents of those sewers effectually dealt with. In doing so, it must also make provision for the transmission and treatment of trade effluent.  

We have a duty to fulfil our obligations under relevant legislation in respect of serving new developments. Whilst it is in our interest to optimise existing infrastructure and treatment capacity the significant extent and nature of the proposals within the Regional Spatial Strategy will inevitably require substantive improvement works, especially for wastewater services, and thus investment to meet the demand. The timing and extent of the improvement works will need careful consideration to meet development timetables and to ensure that any environmental impacts are minimised. 

The burden on existing treatment works (both clean water and waste water) will be increased and extensive improvement works may be required. In particular, for wastewater treatment works, the need to ensure no deterioration in the environmental quality of the receiving watercourses due to treated effluent discharge may lead to changes in treatment technology to meet more stringent discharge consents. In addition there will be a requirement to uprate our water distribution and sewerage piped networks. The issues arising from pipeline improvements in existing communities can cause major disruptions and early community consultation is required to minimise their impact. 

Until firm proposals (in terms of development volumes, locations and timings) are presented it is not possible to provide full details of our strategic water and wastewater infrastructure that is required or impacted. Nevertheless, we co-ordinate the development of new or enhanced infrastructure with

organisations, such as the Environment Agency, to ensure that adequate and co-ordinated water resource planning, drainage and pollution control is in place.

This can best be assured through full consultation with Anglian Water and other relevant bodies in the planning process well in advance of the date when the infrastructure is required. The provision of new, or of significant extensions to, water and wastewater treatment works is likely to require approval through the planning process. In order to ensure timely provision of such facilities to meet the development timescales, an integrated approach to planning of the overall development, including the necessary utility provision would be welcome to minimise the risks to environment.  

Therefore we support the Environment Agency and the Local Planning Authorities in the undertaking of water cycle strategies, which will provide a high level, integrated assessment of water infrastructure concerning water resources and supply, flood risk mitigation in line with PPS 25 (mostly storage and channel improvements) and sewage treatment.

Local Authority Development Plans should also consider issues such as odour and noise nuisance, which manifest themselves as a complaint from aggrieved property owners and it is the sewerage undertaker who then becomes the focus of finding a resolution to the issue at hand. Such issues can be costly to resolve. Anglian Water requests that any identification of development land is considered against the implications of having to move a complex asset and the impact on the final property owner. In addition, Anglian Water ask that the same issues are duly noted when considering development of land adjoining an existing sewage treatment works. It is particularly important on the sewerage side to ensure that the use of land within 400 metres of the boundary of the works is carefully controlled and that inappropriate development is not allowed to proceed within this ‘cordon sanitaire’. Anglian Water would seek appropriate policies within the proposed plans to ensure full consultation and a presumption against inappropriate developments. 
As part of the water industry management process we are required to develop an Asset Management Plans (AMP), which is reviewed with the economic regulator (Ofwat) and used to determine the customer bill limits and thus the level of capital investment over successive five-year periods. This is a robust and well-rehearsed funding mechanism that has just been completed for the period 2005-2010 and the next review is proposed for 2009. 

As part of its normal asset management planning activities, as well as its current business planning process, we have identified the investment necessary to support new, known developments in the quinquennium 2005-2010 (AMP4). Setting aside the necessity to secure permissions from planning authorities and environmental regulators, significant changes to water or wastewater infrastructure mid-AMP period, particularly those outside the current price setting mechanism, will need to be agreed with our economic regulator. The investments to serve large-scale, long-term investments should ideally be incorporated into future Periodic Review cycles and of course ensure that there is input into any review of the Plan. The next effective opportunity is the Asset Management Plan submitted to Ofwat in 2009.
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