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Matter 8F: Milton Keynes and Aylesbury Vale
Sub-matter 8Fi: Strategy and Implementation
The Berks, Bucks & Oxon Wildlife Trust is a conservation charity which seeks to promote nature conservation, and the appreciation of nature, across our three counties. BBOWT owns or manages more than 88 nature reserves and works to promote conservation in the wider countryside.

Sub-matter 8Fi: Strategy and Implementation
8Fi.1
Are the interrelationships between Milton Keynes and Aylesbury Vale, and with adjoining sub-regions and regions, particularly in terms of economic prospects and travel patterns, sufficiently recognised in the draft RSS?  

We do not feel that the interrelationship between this sub-region and the Milton Keynes and South Midlands Sub-regional Strategy has been sufficiently reflected in the Draft RSS. In respect of this we refer the panel to our original submission in relation to Policy MKAV3, which is re-stated below:

“Given that policy MKAV2 states that, inter-alia, LDD’s should focus on ‘applying the principles for creating sustainable communities, as set out in strategic policy 3 of the Milton Keynes and South Midlands Sub-Regional Strategy Part A Statement’, it seems rather selective that in policy MKAV3 there is absolutely no mention of the need to account for Green Infrastructure.

This sub-region has already been identified as suffering from a shortfall in the provision of this resource, which is why Green Infrastructure was identified as a priority in the MKSM sub-regional strategy. Omission of the need to redress this shortfall is concerning.

This policy needs to reflect better the strategic policies of the MKSM SRS by including wording which acknowledges the need for provision of Green Infrastructure in order to assist in achieving sustainable communities.”

We do, however, welcome the approach used to dealing with Green Infrastructure in the Implementation Plan for the MKAV area, whilst we do not believe the proposed list to be comprehensive, it is clear that an assessment has been made of the specific needs of the area. The inclusion of GI in the Implementation Plan should be reflected in policy MKAV3, and the wording should make specific reference to the need to protect and enhance the sub-region’s important environmental assets, as set out in the SRS.
8Fi.3
Have realistic assumptions been made about transport and infrastructure provision in the proposed strategy?  
Amendments to the Annexes of the Implementation Plan have provided for additional funding for the provision of Green Infrastructure in this sub-region. Work undertaken by Bucks County Council et al, has played an important part in underpinning the need for this work to be carried forward.  The process of identifying projects and commensurate costing may also be applicable for other sub-regions. However, it is important that further work to support the GI network in the sub-region is not precluded by the list included in the amended annexes. 
We are confident that this should go some way to helping redress the shortfall in biodiversity resources within the sub-region.  However, if growth figures for this sub-region are amended in future iterations of the RSS, then the infrastructure requirements must also be reviewed. It is also important to note that the SEA, SA and AA of the draft RSS must be re-visited in the light of any revisions to the plan.

We understand that the Environment Agency hoped to have completed an integrated study into water supply and treatment infrastructure for the Aylesbury area. As yet we have not seen the findings of any detailed work. We are concerned about the long-term effects of growth at Aylesbury and the ability of the Thames to take further treated water. The Environment Agency set a target for eutrophic flowing waters of a maximum of 200 μg SRP l-1 (Soluble Reactive Phosphorus)
. The recently recorded annual mean level is 777 μg SRP l-1. 
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� The water quality of the River Thames in the Thames Basin of south/south-eastern England. Neal, C. et al Science of the Total Environment 360 (2006) 254– 271











The Berks, Bucks & Oxon Wildlife Trust, The Lodge, 1 Armstrong Road, Littlemore, Oxford, OX4 4XT. Registered Charity 204330


