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________________________________________________________________
SEEDA ‘s non-participant statement  

8Fiii.1
Does the draft RSS give sufficient priority to strengthening the economy of Aylesbury town, and how will this be achieved (section E8, para 5.3)?  

1
Between 1998 and 2003 Aylesbury Town saw its employment base decline by about 2,700 jobs while the Vale as a whole (including Aylesbury) grew by 1,800 jobs, this suggests growth in the ‘the rest’ of the Vale of around 4,200 jobs (or about 14%) over 6 years
. 

2
The reasons for the decline in Aylesbury Town are documented in the Aylesbury Vale Economic Development Strategy and include lack of suitable employment sites. Aylesbury has a well qualified workforce, but exports 40% of this mainly to London
.

3
The MSKM Growth Area Sub Regional Strategy, and subsequently the draft RSS, concentrates development in Aylesbury Town. It recognizes in order to maximize infrastructure investments and maintain or even reduce levels of out commuting that the economic and employment role of Aylesbury needs to be strengthened and is a strategic priority for the Sub-region (para 5.3).

4
SEEDA welcomes:

· that the draft RSS recognizes the potential of the Aston Clinton Major Development Area and the importance of bringing forward high quality locations near the town centre in order to attract knowledge-based investment

· the need for urban renaissance of the Town Centre in order to give Aylesbury an increased economic role as a regional centre

· the recognition that economic growth needs to be skills led and that improved access to higher education to support skills development in the local workforce will be a priority

8Fiii.2
Does the level of housing provision proposed for Aylesbury town post 2021 take appropriate account of its growth area status, local constraints and opportunities, and current build rates (Policy MKAV2)?  

5
SEEDA has no comments to make on this question

8Fiii.3
What is the justification for the proposed affordable housing target of 40% for Aylesbury town, and how deliverable will it be (Policy MKAV2)?  

6
SEEDA has no comments to make on this question

8Fiii.4
Does the proposed housing provision for the Rest of Aylesbury Vale post 2016 (excluding any growth associated with an expansion of Milton Keynes), provide sufficient allowance for these areas to meet cross border (Leighton Linslade) and local needs (Policy MKAV2)? 

7
SEEDA has no comments to make on this question.

� Vision Framework for Aylesbury Part 2 – Comparator Analysis. A Report to Aylesbury Vale Advantage, English Partnerships and SEEDA.  SQL Limited. February 2006. 


� Aylesbury Vale Economic Development Strategy
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