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1. The thirteen Local Authorities have appeared jointly out of their concern about the effect of Natural England’s Draft Delivery Plan (DDP) in bringing residential development up to 5 km from the SPA boundary to a virtual standstill.

2. The views expressed have the political support of elected Members.

3. Research and evidence submitted at the Technical Meetings is inconclusive.  However we have got to move forward with the evidence and research that we’ve got.

4. The thirteen Local Authorities are of the view that there is a need for an interim practical measure to provide a solution to the issues raised which will provide:

· an opportunity for further research;

· time to test the assumptions and standards in the DDP.

5. The thirteen Local Authorities propose a cross-authority solution where they will continue to work together and devise avoidance strategies/miniplans where they can be set up

6. Whilst not all authorities have the resources to set up mini-plans, a number of authorities have already devised avoidance strategies/miniplans and others are in course of preparation.  Some of these are multi-pronged (access management/ habitat management/SANGS) and others are single-pronged (SANGS-only).

7.
The thirteen Local Authorities commend this “plan, monitor, manage” approach as both a pragmatic and appropriate solution.  Without such an approach we will be left with a policy vacuum, a continuation of the virtual moratorium on house-building and consequent economic paralysis and adverse social consequences.

