Sub-matter 8Hi

London Fringe – Role and Economy

Statement by Sevenoaks District Council
Sevenoaks District Council supports the statement submitted by Surrey County Council in relation to sub-matter 8Hi London Fringe – Role and Economy, but wishes to add one additional comment to Sub- matter 8Hi. 1 which is set out below:
Sub Matter 8H: LONDON FRINGE (exert from Surrey CC’s submitted statement)
8Hi Role and Economy

8Hi.1 
Bearing in mind its geography and complex interrelationships with other sub-regions and London, what is the rationale for and the role of this sub-region?

1
The rationale for developing a sub-regional strategy stems from the combination of factors present in the area:

· a polycentric and relatively dense settlement pattern entirely within the Metropolitan Green Belt;

· transport networks radially focussed on London but overlain by the M25 orbital route with high average levels of use and peak time capacity problems;

· proximity to London with resultant strong market pressures for both housing and commercial development;

· valued attractive countryside and cultural resources.

2
Taken together these factors were considered to demonstrate that the area is sufficiently ‘different’ from the region as a whole to justify a suite of policies at the sub-regional level.

3
The strategy recognises these key attributes and seeks to manage change better within the existing urban areas in order to maintain and enhance the quality of life, to address the need for a step change in provision of affordable housing, to support continued economic vitality within the sub-region and to retain the extent and integrity of the Metropolitan Green Belt, promoting its positive functions within the sub-region and for London.

4
The key priorities are to

· use the pressures for change to enhance urban areas, retaining and enhancing areas of character and urban open space networks but promoting selective improvement elsewhere;

· promote a Plan, Monitor, Manage (PMM) approach to the socio-economic relationships between the sub-region and adjoining parts of the South East and with London;

· use demand management measures to promote more sustainable patterns of movement within the sub-region and promote public transport usage for intra- and inter-regional movements;

· conserve and enhance the landscape, biodiversity and cultural resources which underpin the character and distinctiveness of the sub-region;

· promote appreciation and use of the countryside as a multi-functional asset serving local and wider populations.

5
The focus of the strategy is not one of promoting growth as it is considered that this would conflict with other regional objectives. Rather it is to manage the pressures for change in a manner that is consistent with achieving the objectives of sustainable development within the framework provided by the existing pattern of development. 

Additional comment from Sevenoaks District Council
The rational for developing a sub-regional strategy could equally be applied to other areas of the District, having regard to their population size, transport links and proximity to London. These areas are, however currently located within the Rest of Kent and there are not any detailed policies currently within the draft SE Plan that can be applied.     

