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8Hiii/NR/7494

	Waterloo General Suites

	Waterloo Station

	London SE1 8SW

	Tel: +44 (0) 
	     

	Fax:+44 (0)
	





	The Panel Secretariat

	Examination in Public Draft SE Plan

	Bridge House

	1 Walnut Tree Close

	Guildford

	GU1 4GA

	

	12/01/07


Dear Sirs

Re: 8Hiii/Network Rail/7494 – London Fringe, Infrastructure & Implementation

8Hiii.1 To what extent does the sub-regional strategy depend on the provision of key infrastructure? What are the key elements?
The Thameslink upgrade is the key piece of rail infrastructure that will be required in this sub-region. Additionally station upgrades to enhance network capacity and pedestrian capacity within the stations will be important.
8Hiii.2 Are the proposals in the Implementation Plan (including for social and green infrastructure) clear, justified and well related to the spatial strategy? What are the priorities?
Network Rail is not currently developing a North Downs Rail Line Upgrade proposal and should not be referred to as the proposing agency. The reference in the Implementation Plan is rather vague and may include reference to the proposal to enhance access to Gatwick from the Thames Valley. If so then this would form part of Network Rail’s Gatwick Station enhancement aspiration. This proposal is referred to in matter 3 and a project that should stand on its own as nationally or inter-regionally significant.
The Brighton Mainline will be enhanced by the Gatwick Station proposal but opportunities for improvement are limited by capacity in the London area.
The improvements to Regional Hubs are welcomed. Network Rail has specific aspirations at Guildford, Woking and Redhill for station and interchange enhancement. Specific reference to station enhancement would be welcomed in the outcome box and Network Rail should be identified as a proposing agency. Additionally developers should be added to the funding source.
8Hiii.3 Would it be appropriate to include a requirement for tariff-based approach to be applied to all new development in the sub-region (Policy LF5)?
Network Rail welcomes the tariff-based approach in the sub-region and would endorse it throughout the region, where it can be utilised to achieve or assist station enhancements.
Yours sincerely

Ben Wheeldon

Senior Route Planner
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